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Ladies’ tennis falls to Allegheny, beats Denison.
See page 14.
Serving Kenyon College and Gambier, Ohio Since 1856

The Collegian
Money Matters

{

Kenyon’s greatest struggle
may be bringing socioeconomically diverse classes to
campus each year on a limited budget. Class is a part
of every student’s identity
— one that students say is
hardly discussed.

$22,750

TUITION
PER SEMESTER

BOARD
CHARGE

$3,265

PER SEMESTER

HEALTH +
COUNSELING
FEE

$765

PER SEMESTER

STUDENT
ACTIVITIES
FEE

$150

But the truth is undeniable:
there is a wealth divide at
Kenyon. Talked about or not,
it is embedded in the way
we live on the Hill.

PER SEMESTER

ROOM RENT

$2,515

PER SEMESTER

$950

K-CARD
DEPOSIT
PER SEMESTER

TOTAL

$30,395

PER SEMESTER

PHOEBE CARTER
STAFF WRITER

Of the approximately 1,600 students at Kenyon, 252 of them work at least two jobs on
campus to help finance their education. One
of those students is Conrad Jacober ’15, who
likened Kenyon to a “company town,” where
all the wages workers earn go right back to the
company that employs them.
“I don’t feel discrimination from the hearts
and minds of my fellow classmates so much
as I do from the structure of the society and

financial aid at Kenyon,” said Jacober, who
works at Library and Information Services’
HelpLine and at the Writing Center as a consultant and student manager.
Lately, the issues surrounding that structure have been a common source of discussion. Earlier this week, a group of students
posed questions on posters and in chalk on
sidewalks challenging those structures, and
next week’s Center for the Study of American
Democracy (CSAD) conference will draw policymakers and scholars to the Hill to discuss

GRAPHIC BY SPENCER KAYE

economic inequality, further highlighting the
issue.
But economic inequality is not just a theoretical matter to be debated by a panel of experts. It is as deeply embedded in the way
Kenyon operates as Middle Path. Money is a
factor in how students spend their time, where
they eat, where they live. But it is largely undiscussed.
The tale of Kenyon’s economic divide can
be told through raw numbers. Approximately
44 percent of students receive some page 5

New VP for College Relations chosen
DAVID McCABE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Heidi Hansen McCrory, who directs alumni relations and fundraising at Virginia’s Sweet
Briar College, will replace Vice President for
College Relations Sarah
Kahrl in July.
McCrory will lead
a division with a broad
portfolio. The 45-person
staff in College Relations
manages alumni affairs,
public relations and fundraising for Kenyon.
“Kenyon is riding a bit
of a wave with new leadership, strong admissions
and strong finances, and
there is a great opportu-

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE

nity to further strengthen
it from a philanthropic,
engagement and visibility standpoint,” McCrory
said in a statement.
“Heidi stood out because she clearly brings
experience in leading a
staff, [and] brings experience in working on
a campaign,” President
Sean Decatur said. “But
she also, to me, showed a
remarkable ability to talk
passionately on a conceptual level about what’s
important about an institution, as well as talking
very effectively and efficiently about what goes
on on the ground.”
Money raised is likely

the metric on which McCrory’s tenure will be
judged. She will oversee
the College’s next capital
campaign, making her a
crucial partner to Decatur
in his efforts to craft and
bring to fruition his vision
for Kenyon’s future.
McCrory will have a
successful model to emulate. Though her name
was largely unknown to
students, Kahrl was a
vital part of the campus
changes that defined the
tenure of former President S. Georgia Nugent.
Under Kahrl’s leadership,
the College deployed a
capital campaign called
“We Are Kenyon” that

Low turnout for Student
P.4 Council elections

P.7

funded both tangible and
intangible shifts under
Nugent.
The $240 million
raised by the campaign
helped fund Nugent’s
most visible movement
under her leadership —
the building boom. It
paid for the Gund Gallery, the Horvitz Studio
Art Building, the North
Campus
Apartments
and the renovation of
Peirce Hall. Less visible
were the $60 million the
drive raised for financial
aid and the six endowed
chairs it established.
“When we completed
the $240 million ‘We are
page 6
Kenyon’

The process of
becoming tenured
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Shawn Presley,
master of
Kenyon brand,
dies at 49
SAM COLT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Shawn Presley, associate vice president for
College relations, died on Tuesday, April 1. He
was 49 and a resident of New Albany.
Presley shaped the College’s editorial voice in
instrumental ways, most notably in his editorship of Kenyon’s alumni magazine, which was
named the best in the nation twice.
“If students remember opening their mailbox or clicking on the website for the first time
to meet Kenyon, they met Shawn Presley’s editorial eye,” Vice President for College Relations
Sarah Kahrl said. “He had an unerring instinct
for interpreting Kenyon, particularly in a way
that alumni and current students could truly see
the place.”
As a leader in the College’s Office of Public
Affairs, Presley brought talent to the Hill capable
of executing his ambitious vision.
“One of his great strengths was — I say in all
modesty — hiring good people,” said News Director Mark Ellis, whom Presley lured away from
The Columbus Dispatch. “We have an excellent
staff and he always made it his business to bring
in people who would immediately contribute
and who would bring something to the table.”
“I think in many ways he’s been the primary
craftsman and public face of Kenyon’s image for
the past decade … his impact on the College has
been tremendous,” President Sean Decatur said.
Presley joined the College in 1997 page 3

GOAT SEMINAR COMES TO PEIRCE PUB

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Amy Yauger-Loeschke, of the Knox
County Goat Improvement Association, presents on goat productivity.

‘Arabian Nights’
opens today

P.15

www.THEKENYONTHRILL.com

Golf starts
NCAC play
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NEWS
SENIOR EDITOR: SAM COLT
EDITORS: HENRI GENDREAU and
MADELEINE THOMPSON

Dean of Students Hank Toutain on Student Council elections:
I wish that participation were more robust.
Not that I’ve been here a million years, but that
seems to be a constant issue and is one that the
Student Council has attempted to wrestle with
now and again. But I think they need to really
give it some serious thought, like: Why does that

Kenyon Farm singed by fire
MADELEINE THOMPSON
NEWS EDITOR

Kenyon’s long history with f ire f lared up
again last Wednesday,
March 26, when the Kenyon Farm caught f ire.
Ash from cigarettes that
wasn’t f ully extinguished
was blown by the wind
from the porch ashtray
to the side of the house,
according to Director
of Campus Safety Bob
Hooper.
A resident of the
house, which is owned
by Kenyon but considered off-campus housing, was able to contain
the f ire with a f ire extinguisher.
Hooper said the student called 911 immediately after. Eli Redfern
’16 and Aaron Naves ’16,
two of the four residents
of the house, declined to
comment for this article.
“It melted most of the
siding off the front of
the house,” Hooper said.
“[There was] damage to
a window. [It] kind of
scorched the porch roof.
No signif icant damage,
but it was pretty close.”
Greg Widener, director
of facility operations,
was unable to be reached
to comment on the estimated cost of damages.

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Ash from a cigarette blew to the porch of the Kenyon Farm
Wednesday, March 26, setting it on fire.
The Student Handbook takes a hard line
on fire safety violations,
stating that the College
“takes very seriously issues related to fire safety” due to their unfortunate place in Kenyon
history.
According to the
Handbook, deliberately
or accidentally setting a
fire, setting off a false
alarm or improperly using f ire safety equipment
will result in suspension
and/or dismissal from
the College and a minimum f ine of $200.
The last instance of a
fire safety violation re-

sulting in dismissal was
the case of a student
who, in 2010, deliberately set several posters on
f ire that were hanging
on a bulletin board in
Mather Residence Hall.
Several years before
that, a student in Leonard Residence Hall was
dismissed after lighting candles and causing
a f ire that destroyed her
room.
Dean of Student Hank
Toutain conf irmed there
is a judicial hearing underway for the students
responsible for the fire,
but otherwise declined
to comment.

News Briefs

Hark! Listen to poetry, prose from the Review
The Kenyon Review continues to grow — this time into the greater realm of social media.
The Review’s newest feature is a series of podcasts by KR authors.
When Professor of English David Lynn, editor of the Review, first came to Kenyon in
1994, the magazine was facing serious financial problems. “All I was trying to do in the early
years was help it survive,” Lynn said.
Since 1994, the Review has enjoyed considerable success, winning more O. Henry Prizes
than any other nonprofit literary journal, and Lynn hopes the podcasts will only add to the
Review’s growth.
“My goal is to have the Kenyon Review read or listened to by as many people [as possible]
around the world,” said Lynn.
uthors will be recording their pieces on their own, but besides paying for labor, the podcasts won’t cost the Review much money.
“They don’t have to find a professional studio, they can just sit there with their work and
record it,” Lynn said.
Much of the labor at the Review is done by KR associates — Kenyon students selected to
help in the process of collecting and choosing pieces to be featured in the Review.
Katie Guyot ’17, an associate, is excited about the addition of podcasts. “Hearing someone’s
voice is kind of a special oral tradition, so it’s an interesting mix — the tradition coupled with
this digital age,” Guyot said.
Some podcasts are already available on iTunes or on the Kenyon Review’s website; more
will be released monthly.  
— Phoebe Roe

Chalk, posters to provoke dialogue tonight
The posters and messages, written in bright, colorful chalk, began popping up earlier this
week.
“Is K-Card money funny money?”
“How does this school run?”
On Wednesday, Michael “Trixie” Kengmana ’14 sent an all-campus email revealing the
origin of the questions that mysteriously appeared across Kenyon.
“The questions came from myself and several other students. We are not an organization,”
Kengmana stated in the email. “We are people who all have different questions about the status
quo that we live out every day here at Kenyon that are for the most part unaddressed by the
community.”
“This is not about who’s ‘right’ and who’s ‘wrong.’ Our goal is to promote dialogue. Real
dialogue.” Kengmana said he and others believe that this dialogue is impeded by a sense that a
majority does not engage in conversations that do not directly affect it, and that such dialogue
is often couched in political correctness that does not lead to understanding.
A forum discussing the questions posed is schedule to be held Thursday, April 3 at 6 p.m.
in Peirce Pub.
— Henri Gendreau

Village Record

Student Council

March 27 – April 2
March 27, 1:19 p.m. — Student complaint of having unwanted contact from another student in Farr Hall.
March 28, 4:26 p.m. — Student reported theft of laptop from coatroom in Peirce
Hall. Report filed with Knox County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO).
March 28, 10:25 p.m. — Students denied having alcohol in room after a source
reported hearing clinking bottles and smelling alcohol in room before door was
opened in Norton Residence Hall.
March 28, 10:45 p.m. — Student room found to have alcohol in Gund Residence
Hall. Alcohol was disposed of and containers thrown away.
March 29, 1:58 a.m. — Intoxicated student becoming less responsive in Mather
Residence Hall.   Squad called and transported individual to Knox Community
Hospital. Student received a citation from KCSO.
March 29, 2:30 a.m. — Intoxicated student agitated but responsive in McBride Residence Hall.  Campus Safety responded.
March 29, 10:16 p.m. — Student received citation for underage consumption.
March 29, 10:29 p.m. — Student complaint of flu-like symptoms in McBride.
March 29, 10:54 p.m. — Student room found to have unregistered gathering in
Mather. Alcohol present. Alcohol disposed of.
March 29, 11:32 p.m. — Student residence fire alarm sounded due to unapproved
use of fog machine in North Campus Apartments. Safety checked residence and
reset alarm.
March 30, 12:40 a.m. — Intoxicated student in Leonard Residence Hall. Assessed
by Safety officer during escort.
March 30, 1:14 a.m. — Wires pulled out of door mechanism in Hanna Residence
Hall.
March 30, 4:29 p.m. — Fire alarm activated by cooking in New Apartments. No
fire. No smoke. Alarm reset.
April 1, 7:50 a.m. — Two buildings vandalized with spray paint in New Apts and
Mather.

happen? Are students in effect saying it’s irrelevant? Are students saying we’re too busy to deal
with that? ... Maybe it’s an opportunity for Student Council to ask pretty broadly: What do you
expect? If this isn’t working for you, maybe you
should tell us why it isn’t working for you.

Sunday, March 30
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Council heard from President Sean Decatur about the Kenyon 2020
plan. Themes included: leveraging Kenyon’s alumni network and larger
changes including the College’s academic calendar. Decatur took questions
on topics ranging from the value of a liberal arts education, which Decatur
argued makes workers valuable, to future financial aid expansion efforts.
The Student Life Committee announced election results, with the exception
of Chair of the Campus Safety Committee, which needs to be re-balloted.
The Academic Affairs Committee reported on continued discussion of experiential learning.
The Senior Class Committee updated Council on a largely successful grad
fair and continued senior gift plans.
The Junior Class Committee reported on plans for a pool party.
The Sophomore Class Committee reported their bonfire has been postponed
due to weather.
The First-Year Class Committee has continued its boxer sale.
The Buildings and Grounds Committee reported that new trash cans should
be installed by the end of April.
The Business and Finance Committee (BFC) presented budgets from their
last supplemental hearing; funds were allocated according to BFC bylaws,
but groups with large rollover were not awarded their requests. Council
unanimously approved the BFC recommendations.
- Graham Reid

CLARIFICATION
The graphic accompanying the article “Class of 2018 lowers acceptance rate” (March 27,
2014) implied that Kenyon’s acceptance rate fell by 13.7 percent. The rate fell 13.7 percentage
points, from 38.2 to 24.5 percent, as the article accurately reported. The Collegian regrets any
misunderstanding.
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College delves into hands-on learning in the liberal arts
PHOEBE CARTER
STAFF WRITER

When President Sean Decatur
visited Student Council Sunday,
he discussed some ways the College could better integrate the curriculum and co-curricular activities.
One of those ways has been called
“experiential learning.”
At a pre-spring-break forum,
faculty sounded off on what experiential learning means in how
students are prepared to enter the
job market. These discussions reflect a national trend toward more
hands-on learning, which students
feel makes them more competitive
job applicants. Many faculty, however, are wary of losing the theoretical rigor that defines the liberal arts
institution as education across the
country shifts its focus to a more
pragmatic approach.
The headline of the faculty forum, “experiential learning,” is a
phrase that gets a lot of press in
higher education these days, but
it can be hard to pin down exactly
what it means. At the faculty forum,
two definitions were discussed.
The first definition is “handson learning,” which the Curricular
Policy Committee (CPC) tentatively

defined as “a pedagogic strategy
that can be used in and beyond the
classroom.” The second definition is
“learning beyond the classroom,” in
the form of service learning, internships and study abroad that give students experiences “beyond the hill.”
This discussion is a continuation
of a conversation that started last semester about Kenyon becoming an
outlier among liberal arts colleges, as
more and more of the school’s peer
institutions are offering pre-professional programs. Kaylyn Talkington
’14, vice president of the Academic
Review Committee, saw a need to
emphasize experiential learning in
the curriculum.
“We are competing with … a
large pool of graduates who have
experience, so I think experiential
learning is key to Kenyon’s reputation, to its relevance, and to its appeal.”
In the forum, faculty discussed
the question of providing pre-professional training, as the liberal arts
curriculum generally avoids narrow
vocationalism.
“Knowledge from a liberal arts
education should be generalizable,”
said Professor of English Kim McMullen, who serves on the CPC.

“The skills should be transferrable.”
With what Andrea White, visiting associate professor of psychology, referred to as “a national trend
toward education only mattering if
it is directly applicable to a job,” faculty are aware of the importance of
striking a balance in their curricula.
“We were talking at a faculty meeting and we asked ‘well, what is the
opposite of experiential learning?’”
said Wendy MacLeod, professor
of drama. “And if that’s traditional
classroom learning, it is important
that we don’t undervalue that in this
push for experiential learning.”
“The thing is, you have 14 weeks
in a semester, so if you’re going
to devote more time to hands-on
learning, the question is, what are
you going to take out?” said H. Abbie Erler, associate professor of political science. “I am trying to find
that balance between new theoretical concepts and hands-on experience.”
A lack of pre-professional programs does not, according to McMullen, preclude adequate preparation to enter the workforce after
graduation. “Courses can give students practical experience,” she said.
This experience can come in many
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Experience in a lab, above, is one form of experiential learning.
President Sean Decatur’s 2020
forms across the curriculum, from
hands-on lab research to explor- plan, which lays the groundwork
ing poverty policy in Knox Coun- for future developments in the
ty. “Maybe we need to get better College, emphasizes experiential
at helping students to understand learning and student internships.
what we’re giving them, and help Interim Provost Joe Klesner said
them to talk about the skills they’ve the curriculum is bound to evolve
to reflect ongoing discussions about
gained,” McMullen said.
In the short-term, McMullen experiential learning. “I think you
thought the most important thing will see in the next couple of years
to do for students was to help them more extensive attention to service
understand what experiential op- learning and community-based reportunities already exist here. “I search,” Klesner said. “I’m certainly
think [experiential learning] is a committed to trying to extend the
new word for something that’s al- collaborative research model from
ready been happening here,” Ma- the natural sciences to the social sciences and humanities and beyond.”
cLeod said.

Presley led Bulletin to national acclaim Forum to explore
African literature
Continued from Page 1

as news director. He was
promoted repeatedly, first
to public affairs director and
editor of the Kenyon Alumni
Bulletin in 2003 and again
to associate vice president in
2012.
His colleagues lauded his
editorship of the Bulletin,
which Presley elevated to national prominence.
“The record of Shawn’s
professional accomplishments
is clear,” former President S.
Georgia Nugent said. “The
national recognition Kenyon has received for its outstanding alumni magazine,
as well as other award-winning publications produced
under Shawn’s leadership,
is extraordinary — indeed,
unique.”
“He brought the highest
standards to everything we
do in the office, particularly
with the magazine,” Ellis
said. “For that magazine to
be the best in the nation —
competing with magazines
at colleges and universities of
all sizes — is an incredible accomplishment.”
The Kenyon Alumni Bulletin received the Robert
Sibley Magazine of the Year
Award from the Council
for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE)
in both 2009 and 2011. In
2009 CASE judges — editors at Newsweek magazine
— praised the Bulletin for
its “deep emotional attachment to Kenyon’s educational
ethos and an abiding sense of

ERIC GELLER
SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR

PHOTO BY MEGAN NADOLSKI

Shawn Presley came to Kenyon in 1997 as news director before editing the Alumni Bulletin.
place.”
As a manager, Presley encouraged his colleagues while
never straying from his pursuit of quality in everything
he did.
“He had a talent for finding talent,” Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid Jennifer Delahunty said. “He
nurtured talent along — so
he was never heavy handed
— but there were times when
he said, ‘No, that simply
won’t do.’”
Delahunty appreciated
Presley’s learned attention to
aesthetics, especially with regard to the Bulletin and the
College’s website.
“He had a special visual acuity about how things
should look,” she said. “He
was a total slave to popular culture … so therefore
he could bring that youthful sensibility combined with
adult experience for our ad-

missions materials.”
Popular culture permeated not only Presley’s professional life but also his personality. When Delahunty ran
into Presley at the post office
recently, she recalled admiring his coat, to which Presley
confidently replied “Valentino,” waving his arm gracefully.
“The guy was the best
dressed man on campus, and
after President Nugent left,
maybe the best dressed person on campus,” Ellis said.
“He brought some of that pop
culture sensibility to the job.”
Colleagues spoke of Presley’s emotional intelligence
and compassion.
“When the worst of the
worst news came through our
door, Shawn was the person
I pulled into the office first,”
Kahrl said. “He was always
there, unflappable, collected,
with a very sure hand and a

sure voice, and I’ll really miss
him.”
“I think he was a very
compassionate person, very
caring about the people that
worked for him and that he
worked with,” Ellis said.
Lenard Shawn Presley
was born in Baton Rouge,
La. on Oct. 9, 1964 to Ferne
Culpepper Presley and Rev.
Emmett Alden Presley. He
grew up in Jonesboro, Ark.
and graduated from Ouachita Baptist University before
receiving his master’s degree
from the University of Missouri School of Journalism.
Shawn is survived by his
parents, as well as his brother
Andrew, his sisters Shearon
and Sabrina, and his partner
Jeff Short. Arrangements are
pending for a funeral in Arkansas, and an on-campus
memorial service has been
tentatively scheduled for Saturday, May 10.

Kenyon will shine a
spotlight on Africa’s diverse
societies and traditions this
weekend when 11 student
presenters and a guest lecturer host the College’s first
African Literatures and
Cultures Symposium.
The symposium will begin Friday with a talk by
author Mukoma wa Ngugi
entitled “The Rise of the
African Novel: From Chinua Achebe to NoViolet
Bulawayo.” Student presentations will take place on
Saturday and Sunday. All
events will be held in Finn
House’s Cheever Room.
The program, which
combines
presentations
from the English, Asian
Studies, Religious Studies,
Anthropology and French
Departments, is the brainchild of Assistant Professor
of English Pashmina Murthy.
Murthy wanted to organize a symposium that
brought together research
from multiple disciplines
because “African fiction is
not something that’s studied only in the English Department, [but] much more
broadly across campus.”
Murthy, along with Associate Professor of International Studies and History
Stephen Volz and Professor
of English Ted Mason, sent
out a student-info email

asking students to submit
proposals for their presentations in mid-January.
The open-ended invitation was meant to reflect
the interdisciplinary nature
of the scholarship on campus.
Katie Blake ’14, an international studies major who
is presenting “Religious
Beliefs among the People
Bamiléké (Western Cameroon)” on Saturday became
interested in Africa after a
scant education about the
area in high school.
“Africa is a huge continent, so there are so many
different cultures on the
continent that you can learn
about,” Blake said. “It’s exciting that it’s growing at
Kenyon and more people
are taking classes.”
Logan Bialik ’15’s presentation is based on research she conducted while
studying in Morocco last
semester. The African culture symposium was “a
great way to be fostering
this sort of interest,” she
said.
“This is one way to get
to know about these other
kinds of literatures,” Murthy said of the symposium,
“but it’s also part of creating a conversation whereby
[students are] getting to
support the work of their
peers … and to see the kind
of work that is being done
on campus.”
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Low turnover, turnout in elections
HENRI GENDREAU
NEWS EDITOR

The status quo was
mostly upheld Friday,
March 28 as election results for Student Council and Campus Senate
proclaimed a resounding
“yes” to incumbents and
Council veterans.
Student
Council
President Kevin Pan ’15
won reelection, beating
out opponents Meredith
Bentsen ’15 and Trevor Kirby ’16. Kirby was
elected junior class president, with Madeleine
Jacobs and Christiana
Binkley joining him as
senior and sophomore
class presidents, respectively.
Rachel Black ’15 will
be the vice president for
academic affairs, chairing the Academic Affairs Committee, and
Sarah Adrianowycz ’16
the vice president for
student life, chairing the
Student Life Committee. Peter Lind ’15 and
Garrett Stalker ’15 will
share the role of treasurer
and chair of the Business
and Finance Committee,
Josh Wolfson ’15 will be
the chair of the Housing
and Dining Committee and Dan Johnson ’15
will be the chair of the

“

The turnout was a bit more than usual,
but we could always use more people’s votes.”
Vice President for Student Life Chris Wright ’14

Buildings and Grounds
Committee.
The election for the
position
of
Campus
Safety Committee chair
was invalidated after
it was learned that one
of the candidates was
not eligible, having not
served on the committee
before, and the incumbent, Henry Heuck ’15,
failed to complete the
necessary paperwork in
time. Another election
will be held.
Additionally,
next
year’s student government will include Campus Senate Co-Chair
Conrad Jacober ’15, Independent Representative to Senate Alex Britt
’15, Sophomore Class
Representative to Student Council Guy Bailey and to Campus Senate Saxon Justice, Junior
Class Representative to
Student Council Phoebe
Roe and to Campus Senate Manjul Bhusal Sharma, and Senior Class
Representative to Student Council Rei Mitsuyama and to Campus
Senate Timothy Rosen-

steel.
While
candidates
were elected by a minority of the student body,
Pan said he was surprised by the number of
votes cast.
“Only about a quarter of the school voted,
but honestly I was surprised that that many
students voted,” he said.
“I thought it was good
turnout.”
According to Vice
President for Student
Life Chris Wright ’14,
12.37 percent of seniors
voted, with 32.73 percent of juniors, 32.47
percent of sophomores
and 22.42 percent of
f irst years joining them
in casting ballots.
For next year, “the
biggest plan is just to increase awareness for Student Council,” Pan said.
“Hopefully by increasing awareness toward
Student Council we can
change the culture at
Kenyon and maybe future Councils can have
more say when it comes
to student affairs.”
“The turnout was a bit

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY |
COLLEGIAN

Chris Wright ’14
more than usual but we
could always use more
people’s votes,” Wright
said in an email.
Besides raising awareness, Pan said he hoped
next year would see
Council exploring curricular changes, formulating a policy for ecigarettes and working
more with Campus Senate.
Several other positions still need to be
f illed. The nomination
period for the Chair of
Campus Safety, Communications Director of
Student Council, Campus Senate Secretary and
the appointed position
of a representative to the
Student Conduct Review
Board will be held from
April 1 to 8.

ON THE RECORD
RANSOM RIGGS

YOUNG ADULT AUTHOR
MADELEINE THOMPSON
NEWS EDITOR

Bestselling author Ransom Riggs ’01 visited campus
on Tuesday to talk about his
life, work and time at Kenyon. Hollow City, the sequel
to bestseller Miss Peregrine’s
Home for Peculiar Children,
was released on Jan. 14 of this
year, and Riggs expects the final installment in the trilogy
to come out in the summer of
2015. The Collegian sat down
with Riggs yesterday for a
chat.
Kenyon Collegian: When and
how did you know you wanted
to write?
Ransom Riggs: I was writing
from the time I was a little
kid. ... I was obsessed with C.
S. Lewis and The Chronicles of
Narnia, mysteries for kids and
stuff ... until about the eighth
grade when I discovered mov-

ies and fell totally, hardcore in
love with movies and decided
that’s what I wanted to do for
a living. ... ‘I’m going to go to
a liberal arts school and read a
lot of books and then I’m going
to go to film school and then
I’m going to be a famous movie
director.’ That all happened except for the famous movie director part — they don’t really
tell you in film that it’s not a
real job. Have a solid plan B.
During film school I was sort
of helping pay my way through
film school by writing. ... The
blogging work mutated into a
chance to write a book for an
independent publisher. ... Then
I had a sort of open door to a
publisher who liked me.
KC: The idea for that book,
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children, came from a collection of interesting pictures.
Where did you find the pictures
and how did you go from there?

RR: A flea market. L.A. has a
lot of junk for sale. I’ve always
loved photography ... I took
photography [at Kenyon] and
I couldn’t afford to collect photography by known photographers. ... It didn’t really occur to
me to do anything with them,
but then it started to creep up
on me. This idea that maybe I
could do something with these.
I turned them into two different books, Talking Pictures ...
and then Miss Peregrine. ... It
was great because they were sort
of lost, orphaned photographs.
KC: Did you plan to always
write for the young adult (YA)
audience?
RR: I didn’t mean to. I didn’t
even really know about it except
that John [Green ’00] had been
writing books for teenagers and
I liked his books. ... This weird
sci-fi mystery thing that I had
in mind didn’t seem anything
like his books, or any teen books

I knew about, so it didn’t occur
to me that they might be YA
until Barnes & Noble decided
[to] shelve [them] in the Young
Adult section. And I was like,
‘Oh! Well, I guess I’m a Young
Adult author.’
KC: You’ve often been compared
to Green because you both went
to Kenyon and are both successful writers — how do you feel
about those comparisons?
RR: They’re very flattering.
I like that our books are just
different enough though, you
know? We’re not sort of eating from the same trough, but
there’s plenty of overlap. It’s
really cool that we started out
here — we were in a comedy
group together, that’s why I
know John. … We started writing together for these sketch
comedy things, then we became
friends. That we would both
end up having this sort of parallel career track … the same

really weird, rare, can’t-applyfor job — it’s just so random.
… It’s some weird little bit of
magic.
KC: What advice do you have
for Kenyon writers who aspire
to your level of success?
RR: I feel like my success was
partly the result of not aiming
specifically for what I was doing. The bullseye for being a
professional writer for a living
is very small, and I don’t think
I could’ve hit it on purpose. I
was aiming for something else.
Going to Kenyon taught me
to use a lot of different parts
of my brain and explore a lot
of different things at once.
Don’t be afraid to learn something new, don’t be afraid to
reach into a subject you don’t
know very much about and …
learn on the job.
This interview has been edited for length and clarity.
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Conrad Jacober ’15 is one of 252 students who work multiple campus jobs. Student employment is just one facet of a wealth deficit that plays a part in socioeconomic differences on campus.

Class, finances prove taboo on campus
Continued from Page 1

form of need-based financial aid,
with the average grant equaling
$33,000 per year. The other 56 percent receive either some merit aid or
none at all. Of the group receiving
aid, 15 students pay the minimum
contribution of $1,000 dollars, according to Director of Financial Aid
Craig Daugherty. And when Kenyon’s admission committee makes
its final judgments on an incoming class, the process is need-aware,
meaning that a student’s financial
need can affect his or her admission.
Each year, the work-study program issues about $300,000 of aid
and Kenyon students borrow around
$3,200,000 in loans from various
sources. Approximately 15 percent of
students receive some form of merit
scholarship.
Nearly half the student body
works a job on campus, and 159 of
those are enrolled in work-study as
a part of their financial aid package.
Nationally, 87.7 percent of students
at private four-year institutions received some kind of aid, according to a study done by the National
Center for Education Statistics of the
2011-2012 academic year. Even so,
Daugherty is pleased with how much
aid Kenyon is able to offer. “Kenyon
has always made a commitment to
financial aid,” he said.
Compared to Oberlin College
and Ohio Wesleyan University,
Kenyon lags behind in how many
students receive financial aid. Twothirds of Oberlin students receive
some kind of aid, as do 95 percent of
students at Ohio Wesleyan.
“Have we always gotten everything we’ve asked for? No, but I think
at the end of the day we’ve been treated fairly [as far as budget allocation],”
Daugherty said, adding that Kenyon
has committed over $28 million in

institutional financial aid for next
year.
Campus Discourse
Beyond the data, economic inequality at Kenyon is a deeply personal issue for many — and one that
is frequently viewed as taboo on the
Hill.
Voicing a sentiment echoed by
many of his peers, Qossay Alsattari ’16 believes the community
avoids talking about socioeconomic
class at Kenyon “because it
makes people uncomfortable.” Alsattari,
one of the student
organizers for next
week’s CSAD conference, hopes it will spark
conversation about
issues of economic
inequality.
But Andrew
Gabel

’15,
president
of the Kenyon
Republicans, questioned
the consequences of
making the discussion
personal. “It’s well intentioned, this concern
about inequality,” Gabel
said. “But if you focus
so much on how much does your
mom make, how much does your
dad make, I think we might inflame
divisions that do not need to be inflamed and indeed should not be inflamed.”
Jon Green ’14, who edits the political journal The Kenyon Observer,

claimed the American ideal of the
“middle class” keeps people from
wanting to discuss socioeconomic
status. After working on President
Barack Obama’s 2012 campaign,
Green found that the popular definition of what it means to be middle class in the U.S. has little to do
with one’s tax bracket. “In America,
it is socially unacceptable to
be anything but
middle
class,”
Green
said.
“When
up-

$

per class …
students are told
to be cognizant of the privileges
that come along with [their] income
bracket, there’s sort of an emotional
reaction to push back against that,
like ‘No, no, no, I’m just like you;
why are we dividing?’”
Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid Jennifer Delahunty said that

in the admissions process, income
diversity is as seriously considered
as other factors, and officers look to
admit students from across the economic spectrum. But resources are
not unlimited. “The decision we’ve
made philosophically is that instead
of being need-blind we would meet
100-percent need [for] students we
accepted,” Delahunty said.
Zachary Sawicki ’16, who grew
up in nearby Apple Valley, had to
adjust to Kenyon’s socioeconomic
divide when he arrived on campus.
Sawicki said that coming to Kenyon
from East Knox High School was a
bit of a culture shock. “I
spent freshman year
really dwelling on
socioeconomic status and differences,”
he said. “I think that
no matter where we
come from ... maybe
there’s certain things
that I do that I’m not
aware of, and you
can attribute that
to where I come
from, and likewise
there’s things that
other people do that
they’re not aware of.”
For some, economic
inequality remains little
more than a theoretical
concept. “This is kind of a
bubble,” Alex Ritter-Jenkins ’17
said. “I don’t think it affects us directly. … I think that’s the reason
why people may not be as enthusiastic or as outspoken or as knowledgeable about it as they could be.”
Perspectives on College Policy
Visiting Instructor of Sociology
Justin Schupp pointed out that because everyone has fairly equal access to campus resources, attention
is more easily diverted away from
economic differences. “You also

have to keep in mind that you have
the requirement here at Kenyon to
be a full-time student,” Schupp said.
“So you can’t follow the route that a
lot of other folks take at bigger state
schools of taking classes part-time
and working part-time.”
Eli Fadil ’15 particularly took
issue with tuition, which has risen
roughly 10 percent since his first
year. “It seems like it’s impossible to
address [this] when there are bigger
issues at hand, which is unfortunate, you know,” he said. “It’s not a
position you want to be in as a student body.”
Despite being frustrated with
what Kenyon offers, Jacober acknowledged the steps the College
has taken toward equalizing opportunities for students, including
instituting unpaid internship stipends and a new financial aid policy
aimed at enabling all students to live
in apartment housing senior year if
they wish to do so.
Facing the Future
“The lion’s share of students on
this campus don’t come from lower-class families,” Jacober said. He
added that most students “haven’t
been faced with the necessity to work
three jobs on campus, ... dealing with
your father losing his job or watching your family tank in the midst of
a crisis.[There is] a hell of a lot more
Kenyon could do.”
Tracy Curtin ’14 is among those
who are aware of these realities. She
recognized that students who have to
work at Kenyon, keep track of their
payroll and deal with tuition bills
have a different kind of day-to-day
stress to deal with than many of their
peers. “Kenyon allows us the luxury
of putting aside a lot of these normal,
but stressful, things in life,” Curtin
said. “I guess what I’ve realized is that
it’s easy to hide here, and maybe that
is what makes it a problem.”
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Decatur calls on Student Council to propel 2020 plan

HENRI GENDREAU
NEWS EDITOR

President Sean Decatur
made his first appearance at
Student Council on Sunday
to discuss his nascent Kenyon 2020 plan, calling on the
Council to form committees
to explore policy implementation next fall.
In discussions he has had
with members of the Kenyon community, Decatur said
the cost of and accessibility
to a Kenyon education have
emerged as dominant themes.
In the past few months, Decatur has visited seven cities
across the country, speaking
with hundreds of parents and
alumni about what the future
of Kenyon should look like in
the coming years.
He
said
accessibility
emerged as an important priority with those constituencies, too.
“There’s remarkable consistency across all of the conversations,” Decatur said.
Decatur said elements of
the 2020 plan would include
explorations into how Kenyon
could increase the amount
and type of financial aid, how
the College could control the
rising cost of tuition and what
ways Kenyon could incorporate internships, experiential

learning and possibly change
the calendar year into a Kenyon education.
“In the course of the next
two weeks, I’ll have a kind of
initial summary of those conversations that will be shared
with the whole community,”
Decatur told the Council.
He hopes to have it posted
online so parents and alumni
will have easy access to the
plan.
Rising tuition and lack of
financial aid are “by far the
thing that comes up number
one on the list in terms of
challenges across the board”
that Kenyon needs to address,
he said.
“Number two is the notion of demonstrating the relevance of a liberal education,”
he said.
Decatur stressed the importance of finding ways to
incorporate the curricular
with the co-curricular. “We
need to find ways to better
connect and integrate those,”
he said.
One focus that did not come
out of his conversations with
alumni and parents, though,
was that “on campus, I’d say
one of the things that’s most
striking is everyone is super
stressed out,” which Decatur
said could lead to “squeezing

HENRI GENDREAU | COLLEGIAN

President Sean Decatur said he would like to form “working groups that are mixtures of faculty, staff and students”
to explore what issues should take priority in his 2020 plan.
out time for meaningful re“Down the road I expect dents to look at some of these
f lection” in both student and to see a lot of change just in [issues],” Decatur told the
faculty schedules.
building the school up in Council, to address “what are
“His impressions of the general, making Kenyon this ways that we can get some of
school in my mind were actu- place that paves the way for this organized over the course
ally really accurate for some- other liberal arts schools,” of the next four or five weeks
one who’s been here for eight Pan said.
before everyone leaves, so as
months, nine months,” Stu“I’d like to form, basically, soon as folks are back on camdent Council President Kevin working groups that are mix- pus, we can get a really strong
Pan ’15 said.
tures of faculty, staff and stu- start.”

Goat experts educate community McCrory to take
Recipe for Goat’s Milk Fudge:
over for VP Kahrl
• 1½ cups sugar
1. Bring milk, sugar and butter to
MAYA KAUFMAN
STAFF WRITER

Goats are one of the
world’s most versatile
farm animals, and at an
event hosted last Saturday
morning in Peirce Pub,
the Knox County Goat
Improvement Association
(KCGIA) explained why.
In conjunction with
Kenyon’s Rural Life Center, the KCGIA sponsored
a series of speakers who
led cooking demonstrations and instructed a diverse audience on the ins
and outs of goat farming.
The KCGIA was founded
in 2001 with the goal of
helping others increase the
quality of their goat farming and encourage a more
widespread exhibition of
goats at fairs.
A major goal of the KCGIA is “educating people
on raising goats and what
you can use the goat for,”
said treasurer of the KCGIA Amy Yauger-Loeschke, who also works for
AVI at Kenyon.
Yauger-Loeschke
worked with Professor of
Sociology Howard Sacks,
Director of the Kenyon
Rural Life Center, to bring
the goat seminar to Kenyon.
“Kenyon has become
more into sustainable

•
•
•
•

1 cup goat’s milk
2 tablespoons goat’s butter
4 cups chocolate chips
Vanilla extract

farming and agriculture,
so we wanted to educate
students on how to raise
goats and what to use them
for,” Yauger-Loeschke said.
“What we’re trying to
do is show the public that
goats are really universal
in the way they’re used,”
said Bill Belton, president
of the KCGIA. “You can
use the meat, the mohair
and the dairy to make a lot
of different products.”
The event included a
demonstration on making
goat’s milk ricotta cheese
and a discussion on the
history of angora goats and
how to raise them to produce quality mohair fabric.
Participants were able to
sample different goat products, including peanut butter fudge made from goat’s
milk.
The goat seminar focused not only on the versatility of goats but also
the benefits of using goat
products.
“Goat milk is healthier
than cow’s milk,” Belton

a boil, then shut off.
2. Add chips and flavoring, stir
until smooth.
3. Pour into 8x8 pan and let set.

said. “It’s the same with
the meat. It’s a leaner meat
and it’s got higher protein. A lot of people maybe
don’t realize that goat meat
tastes good. It can be used
in a lot of different recipes,
and it’s good for you.”
Yauger-Loeschke describes the taste of goat
meat as being somewhere
between deer and beef.
The event — which
drew an audience of professors, locals and curious students — served as a
way to connect the Kenyon
community with the local
farming community.
Reactions to the event
were overall positive, and
many participants left inspired to try to make these
goat products themselves.
“I think it’s a chance
to see a different type of
knowledge than we would
get in class,” participant
Leah Hindel ’15 said. “This
is practical, and this is
what people are actually
doing in the [Knox County] area.”

“I think it’s really interesting that there’s a Goat
Improvement
Association in Knox County,” said
Kim Selwyn ’15, who also
attended the event. “That’s
a side of Knox County that
you don’t necessarily see
from going to Kenyon.”
“[The goat seminar
events] show how goat
farming is very versatile
and maybe more sustainable, because you’re using
the whole product,” Hindel
said. “I think it would be
cool to make goat cheese at
some point.”
For the future, students
expressed interest in an
event in which they are
able to try making the goat
products themselves.
“I think hands-on tutorials would be cool if they
could get a smaller group,”
Selwyn said.
For Kenyon students
who were unable to attend
the event, other seminars
hosted by the KCGIA are
advertised on the group’s
Facebook page.

Continued from Page 1

campaign in 2011, College
Relations began looking
ahead to a future campaign
and ensuring that the College was well-positioned to
begin it, a task particularly
important with the arrival
of a new president,” Kahrl
said in an email.
Though “We Are Kenyon” ended just a few
years ago, Decatur said he
believes enough time will
have elapsed between its
close and the start of the
next campaign that donors
will not feel worn down by
constant appeals from the
College.
“Certainly something
that I’ve discovered as I’ve
been on the road and meeting with alums is that there
is still a lot of enthusiasm
about Kenyon,” he said.
“I’ve actually had the question of folks on the road,
‘So when’s the next campaign?’”
A capital campaign McCrory led at Sweet Briar
raised $111 million, according to Kenyon representatives; she had been at the
all-female institution since
2000. In the 14 years since,

COURTESY OF THE OFFICE
OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Heidi Hansen McCrory
she has progressed through
a variety of fundraising
roles. Her current position
is similar to the one she will
take on at Kenyon, albeit at
a smaller institution: Sweet
Briar has only 760 students.
Still, Decatur said McCrory’s experience should
make for an easy transition
to Kenyon.
“I think the things that
[Sweet Briar] has in common [with Kenyon] are the
commitment to residential
liberal education,” Decatur said. “I think it has very
much in common a passionate alumni body who
is very committed and engaged with the institution.”
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QUICK
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“Willy Friedlander ’14 is
too good looking.”
-Dai Shen ’14

EDITORS: JULIE FRANCE
HANNAH STEIGMEYER

and

“To her royal mejesty
Lady Swaggie, I know
your problems and I still
accept you.”
-Claire Hildebrandt ’17

“To Ian Perrone ’14, congratulations on getting
a job at NIH! You absolutely earned it.”
-Lila Perrone ’17

The power of the dossier: 167 tenure-track positions at
Kenyon work toward maintaining College’s standards
tion Committee controls this
process. Associate Professor
of Anthropology Bruce Hardy is the current chair of the
committee. He declined to
be interviewed for this article because the Committee
is currently reviewing faculty members for tenure. This
year, Kenyon has seven candidates who are going through
the process of appointment to
tenure. Overall, Kenyon has
167 tenure-track teaching positions available, with the majority of them already f illed.
Although the process of
attaining tenure is generally
standardized, there are minute differences between institutions. The professor’s individual responsibilities are
def ined more clearly at Kenyon versus other institutions.
“[After] talking with people at other similar colleges,
I do get the impression that
our tenure requirements are
more clear than would be the
norm,” Associate Professor of
Economics Jay Corrigan said.
For example, Denison University’s faculty handbook refers to the general importance
of “Teaching, Scholarship
(research) and Contributions
to the Other Purposes of the

EMMA WELSH-HUGGINS
FEATURES ASSISTANT

Kenyon students interact
with professors everyday. Professors learn each student’s
strengths and weaknesses
and understand their goals.
But oftentimes, students are
so caught up in the f lurry of
their own academics that they
forget professors have worked
just as hard to get here. Of all
the challenges facing a budding academic, none may be
greater that the quest for tenure.
Tenure is the holding of
the position of full professor at Kenyon. Also known as
“Appointment without Limit”, tenure is the most coveted
title as a professor.
The process of receiving
tenure varies little across institutions, particularly in the
case of small liberal arts colleges like Kenyon. When a
professor is hired in a tenuretrack position, he or she “…
would be on a tenure clock
that would have a tenure decision in the sixth year; they
will have had a pre-tenure review in the third year,” Interim Provost Joe Klesner said.
The Tenure and Promo-
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College.” But it is seemingly
left up to the tenure candidates and professors to determine the exact distribution of
these responsibilities.
At Kenyon, these responsibilities are def ined exactly by
percentages. 55 percent is devoted to teaching, 35 percent
to scholarship and artistic engagement (research and staying current in one’s f ield) and
15 percent to college citizenship, or service to the Kenyon
community. As a professor at
Kenyon, these requirements
are part of one’s employment
contract. As a tenure-track
professor, or one undergoing
pre-tenure or promotion review, they are especially important.
Still, the tenure process
among liberal arts colleges is
similar in many ways. They
all require gathering a dossier, a compilation of various
documents and letters for the
purpose of representing the
candidate’s abilities as a professor and member of the college community.
Some of these letters come
from previous students, some
from colleagues and still more
from peers at outside institutions.

Senior Class Total:

“

Teachers at post-secondary institutions understand
that [tenure is a] privilege and that that privilege has a
responsibility that they attempt to fulfill to the best of
their abilities.”

Ted Mason, professor of English

Professor of English Ted
Mason has been working at
Kenyon since 1989, and said
“the benef its [of tenure] have
been really powerful, in the
sense [that] they allow you to
think about the work you do
without fear that things you
might want to try won’t work
and then come back to bite
you.”
Tenure allows for what Klesner described as “appointment without limit.” Oberlin
College’s faculty handbook
speaks of the expectations of
achieving tenure: “A positive
decision about tenure should
be based on the evidence that
scholarly or artistic work is
likely to continue at a high
level in future.”
One criticism that tenure
faces is that it allows professors to become lazy or put less
work into their teaching and
their f ield of study once their
jobs are guaranteed. But Mason disagreed with this ste-

Junior Class Total:

reotype.
“Teachers at post-secondary institutions understand
that [tenure is a] privilege,” he
said, “and that that privilege
has a responsibility that they
attempt to fulf ill to the best
of their abilities.”
Still, there can be situations in which a tenured
professor’s contract can end.
According to the Kenyon faculty handbook, these include
“failure to perform professional duties, gross personal
misconduct and conviction of
a felony.” Additionally, in the
event of a f inancial emergency
at Kenyon, tenured professors’
contracts can also be terminated under the rule of f inancial exigency.
While tenure is often a
vague and hazy term to many
students, its signif icance to
academia is unparralelled —
endeavoring to preserve academic freedom in Kenyon’s
halls.

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

35

38

28

36

Mikey Bullister ’14

Karina Cruz ’15

Sarah Oleisky ’16

Sam Clougher ’17

Which celebrity couple
announced their separation
last week?

Gwyneth Paltrow and
Chris Martin

Coldplay guy

Hugh Heffner and his
bunnies

Gwyneth Paltrow
and her boo

Chris Martin and
Gwyneth Paltrow

What Ohio basketball team
made it into the Elite 8?

University of Dayton

I don’t know

Ohio State

OSU

Dayton

What company went before
the Supreme Court
last week regarding the
“contraceptive mandate” of
the Affordable Care Act?

Hobby Lobby

Hobby Lobby

Hobby Lobby

“Umm”

I’m not even going to
try to guess

In what year was the
acceptance rate at
Kenyon the lowest?

This year

This year

This year

This year

This year

2

2

2

3

Weekly Scores
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Tokyo, Japan
MIA BARNETT
CONTRIBUTOR

Being a housewife is
something to which I
have never given much
thought. Not for lack of
caring about this type
of work, but because it
never really came onto
my radar.
Growing up, my mom
worked and most of my
friends’ moms worked,
and I thought that was
pretty cool. I thought
being a housewife was
cool too, although not
something that I personally would ever want
to do. All of the women in my life loved their
jobs, and I knew I wanted to grow up and have
a rewarding, exciting
career.
To me, being a housewife was diff icult, worthy and necessary work,
but it was not a “real
profession.” Since I assumed everyone wanted a “real profession,” I

could never picture anyone being truly happy as
a housewife.
This semester, I am
living with a host family in Tokyo. My host
mom is a housewife. She
does all of the cooking,
most of the cleaning,
the laundry, the scheduling and the taking of
the two kids where they
need to be. She even
does my laundry.
I haven’t been catered
to this degree since I
got my tonsils removed
in ninth grade and my
mom paid my little
brother to prepare meals
for me. My host mom
insists that she doesn’t
want or need help from
me, but every once in a
while I’ll sneak in and
fold a load of laundry.
Living in this house is
like living in luxury, and
I honestly have no idea
how my host mom does
it all.
My host father is a

civil engineer who is
out of town four or f ive
days per week. He is an
incredibly kind man,
and it is clear his kids
love him. They jump on
him and talk to him and
spend weekends with
him.
But the kids have
a different bond with
their mother. They talk
to her and spend time
with her too. The real
difference is that they
go to her for everything.
If they need help with
homework, if they want
to go to a friend’s house,
if they need medication, they go to mom. If
I have a question about
something interesting
I saw, or if I need to
tell someone I won’t be
home for dinner, I go to
my host mom.
While my host father supports the family
monetarily through his
job, my host mother has
many jobs as well. She’s

COURTESY OF MIA BARNETT

Mia Barnett ’15 in front of the Daibutsu at the Kotoku-in Temple in Kamakura, Japan.
the cook, the cleaner,
the doctor, the teacher
and the counselor. And
it is easy to tell she really loves all of her jobs.
In retrospect, my observations seem obvious.
When one parent works
and one does not, they

are going to have different roles in the house
and different relationships with the children.
The thing I did not realize, though, was that
being a housewife could
be rewarding. My host
mom did not get stuck

with the job she has, she
got the job she wanted.
Sure, being a housewife is not for me, but
my host mom loves what
she does. And one day,
in my own career, I can
only hope to have similar job satisfaction.

Fuel up: Campus Auto & Tire runs on friendly service
After reopening due to a request from the
mayor, the gas station has proven to be vital
for the Gambier community.
CORA MARKOWITZ
PHOTO EDITOR

Though Campus Auto &
Tire looks like a movie-set façade and as though it has been
disused for decades, it serves
as a fully functional gas station and auto repair shop.
Located just across Brooklyn Street from Lewis Residence Hall, the station has
been around through many
generations of Kenyon students — a one-stop shop for
everything from gas to tire
pump-ups to beef jerky.
The fading red and tan
paint may not look as bright
as it did in its heyday when it
f irst opened in the 1960s, but
inside, it’s bustling. Cars come
in and out of the shop for repairs daily, and the pumps
outside are open for business.
One of the mechanics, Eddie,
describes a usual day as “busy,
with a lot of different kinds of
cars coming in.”
“Though it looks run down
and unused on the outside,
inside there are so many kind
people willing to help you,”
Zoe Andris ’17 said.
Jim Lee, the fourth owner
in the station’s history, reopened the shop seven-anda-half years ago. “I was ap-

proached by the mayor and a
couple of citizens about opening this place back up when it
was closed,” Lee said. “I think
the lease ran out on the person who had it before.”
Lee has a long history
working in the automotive industry. “I worked on cars for
35 years,” he said. “I managed a couple businesses too.”
Then he came to Gambier,
reopened Campus Auto in
mid-2006, and has been serving the surrounding community ever since. “We get Kenyon students, local people and
people from out of town,” Lee
said.
The station often goes unnoticed by students, hidden
away on a side street just past
the center of the Village. Eddie said, “A lot of kids don’t
know we’re here.”
But the station can come
in handy when students need
it most. When Evie Kennedy
’17 needed her car jump-started, she called Campus Safety
for help. They referred her to
Campus Auto, who came to
her rescue. “The guys there
were so kind. You can tell they
truly care about Kenyon students. Not only did they get
my battery up and running in

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Campus Auto & Tire’s fourth owner, Jim Lee, has been running the gas station for seven-and-a-half years.
minutes but also when I went
up to pay, the man who was
helping me pumped up my
tires for me for free because
he noticed they were low,”
she said. “They were also very
understanding and amused
when I struggled to put gas in
my car for the f irst time.”
When Andris’s car also
died, Safety referred her to
Campus Auto for a jump-start
as well. “I went there in the

morning and they had a very
cool automated battery, so I
didn’t have to do it through
another car,” she said. “This
guy came out to my car and
jump-started it in no time. He
actually helped me learn how
to do it, and he even did it for
free.”
Beyond the business of
Kenyon students, the station
keeps busy with cars from
the surrounding area. The

construction of the Health
Center next door has slightly
damaged business because it
blocks the way for trucks that
used to be able to come in
through the back, but in other regards, business bustles
along daily, with the mechanics working hard and keeping
busy.
“The station is here and
it’s open seven days a week,”
Lee said.
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OPINIONS
EDITORS: REBECCA DANN and
ANNA DUNLAVEY

EDITORIAL

Voter turnout
too low in StuCo
elections

12.37 percent. That’s how many seniors voted in this year’s student government elections.
And the numbers don’t get much
better for the rest of the student body.
32.73 percent of juniors, 32.47 percent
of sophomores and 22.42 percent of first
years participated in elections.
And guess what? As of yesterday,
there are still four positions that haven’t
been filled.
The numbers don’t lie — people aren’t
voting. We would venture to guess that
a significant majority don’t care to vote.
Maybe some believe student government
decisions don’t affect them or others are
unsure as to what student government
does — maybe more didn’t even know
elections happened the two weeks after
spring break. But if fewer than half of
students in each class are voting, then
it’s safe to assume the majority of students aren’t having their interests represented on student government.
And they don’t seem to care.
Even if only to a small degree, student government makes decisions that
affect each and every student. They approve or deny every single budget the
Business and Finance Committee (BFC)
hears. Ever wondered at Social Board’s
decision to select certain bands over
others? This decision largely stems from
their budget — a budget the BFC hears
and student government then decides
upon.
What about Senior Week activities?
Yep, those plans fall under the jurisdiction of the Senior Class Committee and
Senior Class President — subsets of Student Council.
Maybe you believe student government doesn’t affect you. Maybe you
think your vote doesn’t count. Maybe
you didn’t know what Student Council
does. Now you do, and there are no excuses.
Voting is a chance to make an impact
on the decisions that determine your
time here at Kenyon. Don’t waste your
ability to make an impact. And don’t
excuse that decision by saying, “Well, it
doesn’t really matter.”
It really does.

The Kenyon Collegian welcomes your opinions
@Kenyon_Opinions. Share your thoughts: #QuickComplaints.
Write to us! Submit letters to the editor at
kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.

EDITORIAL ILLUSTRATION

ILLUSTRATION BY LAUREN CORN

Bringing “microaggression” to Kenyon
JONATHAN SUN
CONTRIBUTOR

So far, the trend of campusspecific “microaggression” shaming has not yet reached Kenyon.
A few weeks ago, The New
York Times highlighted how campus blogs, papers, performances
and discussions all seemed to fixate on the term, which is used to
classify small racial slights as the
latest and most frequent form of
discrimination. A Brown University tumblr photograph shows
a girl holding up a handwritten
sign saying “So … you’re Chinese
right?”; St. Olaf College has one
anonymous quote claiming a Latino student was asked “So is your
family involved with drug cartels?”; there is photograph in the
Times article of a black Harvard
student performing a monologue
about being mistaken for a waiter
at an event.
These students are arguing that
there is hatred in these slights, that
such behavior is wrong. I disagree.
They oversimplify. Such slights deserve a serious response, but I believe the term micro-aggressions,
if used crudely and poorly, risks

lowering the standards of critical thinking Kenyon is supposed
to encourage. Worse, we may fail
to address the far deeper cultural
conflicts and inequalities that allow discrimination to persist.
While micro-aggressions have
mostly been used to refer to incidents of perceived racial discrimination, we must not forget that
inequality works on many levels:
perceptions about gender, sexuality, income, ethnicity and faith all
can be used to discriminate. If all
we do is bin and label these latest
small-slights as micro-aggressions, it becomes nothing more
than the latest version of “political
correctness,” which Nikhil Idnani
’14 wisely critiqued in the Collegian last week (“The problems
with political correctness,” March
27). But I don’t think Nikhil went
far enough: Political correctness is
a dumb way of sugar-coating blunt
realities about the hierarchies of
society. Saying “don’t say that”
does not go nearly far enough. For
instance, when someone asked
that girl at Brown whether or not
she was Chinese, and she perceived that as offensive, we need to
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unpack why she saw it as offensive,
and why the person who asked
the question thought it was okay.
What perceptions, hopefully false
and misplaced, lead someone at
St. Olaf to ask someone assumed
to be Latino if his family was involved in drug trafficking?
Only by moving rapidly to
what cultural ideologies, used
consciously or not, are behind
such incidents can we hope to prevent discrimination. But all too
often, such discussion does not
happen when it comes to slights
seen as “micro-aggressions.” For
instance, just this week on Twitter,
there was a misguided attempt to
cancel The Colbert Report, a satirical television news show on Comedy Central, because the Twitter
account for the show truncated
a longer, off-color joke from the
show itself. I fail to see how such
flash-in-the-pan scandals help address inequality and discrimination in the long-term.
We should be objecting to the
way power is distributed or exercised unfairly instead of launching
into ad hominems about poorly
phrased jokes or questions. It is

possible to do this using incidents
of micro-aggression.
But while the rest of the country, and Twitter, has been discussing micro-aggressions, Kenyon
has been doing its own thing:
Some really tough questions have
been appearing around campus
this week. Questions like “What
is the purpose of this school?” or
“Is there a safe space for women
of color on campus?” get closer
to our perceptions of privilege,
power and identity as Kenyon students, but more importantly, as really complicated individuals, who
are rendered more significant, not
flatter, by our race, gender, sexuality, income, ethnicity and faith.
These are the tough questions we should be asking, and we
should not stop at just a few provocative signs. We must bring the
discussions about discrimination
home, to Kenyon, because just
feeling safe is not enough: we must
know why we feel safe, and why
we can call this place our home.
Jonathan Sun ’16 is a prospective English major from Watchung,
N.J . He can be reached at sunj@kenyon.edu.

Advertising and Subscriptions
Advertisers should contact the Collegian’s Business Managers via e-mail at kenyoncollegian@gmail.com for current
rates and further information. All materials should be sent to Business Manager, The Kenyon Collegian, P.O. Box
832, Gambier, OH 43022.
Yearly subscriptions to The Kenyon Collegian are available for $50. Checks should be made payable to The Kenyon
Collegian and directed to the Editors-in-Chief.
Office: Room 314 Peirce Tower
Mailing address: The Kenyon Collegian, Student Activities Center, Gambier, OH 43022.
Business address: P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH, 43022.
E-mail address: collegian@kenyon.edu, kenyoncollegian@gmail.com
Phone Number: (740) 625-1675.
The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the
world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writer. Columns and letters to the editors do
not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the commuity are welcome to express opinions through
a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200
words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints
as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board
reserve the right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of
Kenyon College.

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, APRIL 3 | KENYONCOLLEGIANONLINE.COM

While changes are endless,
past memories prevail
MATTHEW ELEY
CONTRIBUTOR

One of the greater rumors in circulation is that I
had a childhood; this is simply untrue. I have had several childrenhood (if I might
call them that), and am currently enjoying my third.
After all, childrenhood are
nothing but the beginning
of a new era, where you
find the world is once again
boundless for having been
unexplored. They happen as
often as we would like, more
or less; but what is a rare
treat is getting to actually
revisit a younger set of days.
March 1 found me heading back, for old time’s
sake, to my second childhood and first alma mater
in Virginia at the University
of Richmond. A late-night
Delta flight bound for Dixie,
like some strange magic, set
me down in a memory that
has never known the year
enjoyed here at Kenyon. It
was a dangerous move, of
course. As someone who
might undergo surgery on
naught but wistfulness, effectively time travelling is a
risky business. But into the
valley of past rode the contented.
The Richmond campus
has changed somewhat since
I last saw it, and the construction projects seemed
intrusive upon once-grassy
fields of starry contemplation and old adventure. But
the dorms smelled the same
(a strange mix of carpeting, socks and late August);

Dhall, Peirce’s less-thanwholesome
counterpart
in Richmond, still offered
more desserts than actual
meal options. The reflection of Boatwright Tower,
flush with Virginian brick
and sodium light, shivers on
the waters of Westhampton
Lake at night. A concrete
fountain still lacks the pineapple finial that disappeared
one mysterious September
evening during my sophomore year.
Yet it was also much
like visiting Richmond for
the first time, back in 2009
when the place was new
and unfamiliar. I was surprised to find that, like that
first time, Richmond was as
easily left as it was visited.
I had travelled to the past,
a mostly inaccessible place,
and found that while I was
content there, I had not
been discontent back home
in the present, as true nostalgia suggests. Returning to
my freshman dorm, Dennis
Hall, the sight of many dear
moments, was a comforting but futile act beyond the
light sweetness of sentiment.
Perhaps, I mused on the
return flight, if we were able
to visit those moments of
happy memory, stolen from
us by their original owner,
we would find they were exactly what they had been —
a moment like now. Going
back to Richmond made me
realize the futility of pining
for an old childhood; even if
we could have the past again,
we would soon decline it.

Contentment is simply nostalgia focused rightly.
Attending Kenyon often
contrasts my present against
high school days spent in
the same physical space, and
nostalgia occasionally grows
strong. I fondly recall afternoons spent eating in the
Gund cafeteria waiting for
my mom to pick me up from
debate research, or listening to WKCO on rainy April
evenings at home, when the
signal mustered the strength
to vault on down the Kokosing to our home. Now that
we say less with more data,
cellphone towers perch atop
the hills which once let in
91.9 unimpeded; but the
present also brought Peirce’s
broad glass windows that
look towards the sunrise in
ways fantastic, a new vantage point of the old sublimity. Such is each new childhood in life, I imagine.
Springtime is here; the
days are warm in between
winter’s postscripts, and the
sun, growing more gregarious by the day, invents new
fragrances in the trees and
lawns between Old Kenyon
and the Gates. The evening
fields are quiet, though a
warm breeze in the midst of
cold zephyrs suggests they
are up to something. It is an
easy time to be young and
content; but I may repeat
myself.
Matthew Eley ’15, of
Howard, Ohio, is an English
major with an IPHS concentration. His email address is
eleym@kenyon.edu.

ETHICAL MINDS
Dear Ethical Minds,
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CUPS = MONEY

My apartment has accumulated a number of cups and other
Peirce dishes over the semester. I feel guilty about having them
in our apartment and think we should return them immediately. But my roommate says he will return them before the
semester is over, and argues that if he is paying for meals from
AVI but eating with borrowed dishes at home, he is actually
saving Kenyon money on food, and not using any more dishes
than he would be were he eating at Peirce. Which one of us is
right?
Signed,
Cup Crusader
Dear Cup Crusader,
You are. Your roommate’s argument is an interesting one, but ultimately a poor excuse for hoarding dishes that are not his. Love it or hate it, the
beautifully simple Kenyon meal plan does not grant differential treatment
to students who eat at the Deli three times a week, students who never get
up for breakfast or students who eat their weight in soft serve at Peirce.
It certainly does not cover ingredients for home cooking, and in the same
way is not intended to outfit your apartment kitchen.
Your roommate’s argument suggests there is no difference between using a Peirce dish in Peirce and using it in your apartment, but this is not
true. During a typical day at Peirce, dishes are washed and reused multiple
times. A single plastic cup can serve many students over the course of a
day. This is made impossible when a cup is taken back to an apartment for
personal use.
Taking dishes from Peirce for a few hours so you can lunch at the library or take a snack to class is not an egregious crime, but they should
be returned within a reasonable amount of time. Kenyon spends large
amounts of money to replace lost or stolen cups, dishes and utensils each
semester, and even if you plan to return them eventually, hoarding dishes
in your apartment puts them out of circulation for months. It forces AVI to
turn to one-time-use paper cups — at the time of a Nov. 21, 2013 Collegian
article on the cup shortage, “Peirce cups an endangered species,” we were
using 4,000 to 5,000 per week — which not only cost money but also are
less sustainable than plastic.
In the end, your roommate is not simply borrowing cups and dishes
from Peirce, he is effectively holding them hostage from other hungry students. And perhaps more importantly, he is harming the College — and
the environment — by doing so.
McKinley Sherrod ’14 and Lizzie Thoreson-Green ’14 accept ethical dilemmas posed by the campus. Submit your queries to kenyoncollegian@
gmail.com.

Justice must come from open discussions, not from judgments
ADAM BULMASH
CONTRIBUTOR

I wish to thank those who
have raised concerns that the
fliers KSJP had posted, referencing educational challenges
Palestinian children face consequent to Israeli occupation,
were inherently biased. It is
certainly true that disparaging remarks regarding Israel
can conceal anti-Semitic biases. However, to infer antiSemitism effectively silences
dissent and subverts dialogue
even when such a charge is
unwarranted. As a Jew and as
a member of KSJP who helped
write the fliers, I can say that
our intention, far from being anti-Semitic, anti-Israeli,
or anti-Zionist, was rather to
raise concerns over the violation of Palestinian human
rights. Our criticisms are directed neither at Jews nor at
Israel’s existence, but at specific discriminatory policies
of the Israeli state. It is imperative not to conflate criticisms of Israel’s policies with

“

To assume that all Jews or Israelis act or
vote en bloc is how they are perceived by true
anti-Semites.”

anti-Semitism. Attempting
to ameliorate the woeful conditions of Palestinians under
occupation is not equivalent
to anti-Semitism. In this context, the intimation of antiSemitism merely serves as a
distraction and a rationale for
the perpetuation of hostilities
and ignorance on both sides.
To contextualize their
viewpoint, those concerned
have proffered Charles Krauthammer’s article, “Judging
Israel.” Krauthammer argues that in judging Israel by
“Western standards” during
peacetime, as though Israel
were not at war, we hold it
to an untenable double standard. Israel is behaving, after
all, in exactly the same way
Western nations have behaved during wartime. In
Krauthammer’s logic, to expect anything more of Israel

is tantamount to anti-Semitism.
That Western nations have
at times acted expediently
and immorally during wartime is not in dispute. But is
it reasonable to compare Israel’s “vulnerable situation”
to a perpetual state of war?
Does wartime and a nation’s
need for security ipso facto
grant exemption from concerns over discriminatory
policies and the violation of
human rights? Should we not
take seriously the lessons of
the French-Algerian War to
which Krauthammer alludes,
and understand Palestinian
aspirations without perceiving them as an existential
threat to Israel? It is difficult
to understand how limiting
the educational resources and
opportunities of Palestinian
children in any way advanc-

es Israel’s sense of security.
Krauthammer might chafe
at calling the occupation by
its true name, but consigning yet another generation
of children to an oppressive
existence and justifying it
by referring to a “vulnerable
situation” only serves to perpetuate the rhetoric of demonization and the history
of violence that has been the
legacy of this region for generations of Israelis and Palestinians.
Only by conflating state
policy with Jewish identity
can Krauthammer equate
“judging Israel” itself with
judging Jews as a whole. By
this logic, the Israeli state
speaks and acts for all Jews
and Israelis, all of whom vote
en bloc on Israeli policies.
Far from being a monolithic
plebiscite, however, Israel is a
nation of stunningly diverse
identities and opinions, as
well as a place of deep contestation, especially on matters
involving the Palestinian-

Israeli conflict. Yet the implication that attacking the
policies of the State of Israel
is equivalent to attacking Jews
renders any dissent coterminous with anti-Semitism and
even ethnic self-hatred. Although Israel is a Jewish state,
it is not the hand or voice of
the entire Jewish people or Israeli citizenry. Israel is, after
all, a democracy, and thus it
can be no more said that criticism of its government is antiSemitic/Israeli/Zionist than
it can be said that criticism
of Congress is un-American.
Ironically to assume that all
Jews or Israelis act or vote en
bloc is how they are perceived
by true anti-Semites.
While I sympathize with
those concerned with antiSemitism, reducing the complexities of the PalestinianIsraeli conflict to simplistic
binaries is inconsistent with
the ideals of a liberal arts education and limits the critical
understanding which Krauthammer himself calls for.

We must dispense with a biased Procrustean framework
that vilifies alternative interpretations of the conflict by
invoking the specter of antiSemitism. President Sean Decatur has himself noted that,
“We often neglect the value
of dissent on our campus—
the importance of cultivating an atmosphere in which
difficult topics are rigorously
engaged, where opinions are
openly challenged.” It seems
to me that this is a propitious
moment to open a critical
and rational discourse that
is worthy of Kenyon College
on something that everyone
agrees requires resolution.
This is the shared responsibility of tikkun olam, the collective effort to join together the
fragmented discourses that
perpetuate sorrow for everyone, of healing the wounds of
history.
Adam Bulmash ’14 is a political science major from Redding, Conn. He can be contacted at bulmasha@kenyon.edu.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
APRIL 3 | 5 P.M.
Art Exhibition

APRIL 3 | 8 P.M.
Play

APRIL 4 | 8 P.M.
Concert

APRIL 5 | 10 A.M.
Reading

STUDIO ART SENIORS
OPENING RECEPTION

MARY ZIMMERMAN’S
ARABIAN NIGHTS

THE CHASERS’
50TH ANNIVERSARY

CHILDREN’S STORY:
“MY BLUE IS HAPPY”

GUND GALLERY

BOLTON THEATER

ROSSE HALL

GUND GALLERY THEATER

Riggs ’01 haunts Rosse with photographs, storytelling

“

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY
PHOTO EDITOR

When Ransom Riggs ’01
was invited back to Kenyon to speak, he had one major concern: “I wondered if
they called me back because I
failed comps,” Riggs joked to
a packed Rosse Hall on Tuesday. Rather than re-defending
his senior exercise in English,
Riggs returned to the Hill to
talk about his Kenyon experience and path to becoming a
New York Times bestselling author.
The event was entitled “A
Peculiar Night with Ransom
Riggs,” paying homage to his
book Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children. The young
adult novel transcends the usual conventions of the genre by
seamlessly blending haunting
fantasy with realistic fiction.
Although his interest in telling fantasy stories began with
reading C. S. Lewis and J. R.
R. Tolkien, Riggs asserted that
his strength as a writer of realistic fiction came from Kenyon.
Riggs spoke openly and earnestly of his time at Kenyon,
specifically citing his challenging Introduction to Fiction class with P.F. Kluge as
one of his greatest inf luences.
“I feel so intimidated,” Riggs
read from his college journal.
He then broke into smile, “And

Riggs spoke openly and
earnestly of his time at Kenyon, specifically citing his
challenging Introduction to
Fiction class with P.F. Kluge
as one of his greatest influences.”
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The author of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children discussed progression of his career since his time at Kenyon.
I underlined that three times.”
Thirteen years after Riggs’s
graduation, Kluge introduced
Riggs, praising his work as
both an undergraduate and an
author.
Riggs is an exceptional storyteller, and as he recounted his
time in film school and writing
the Sherlock Holmes Handbook,

he had the audience laughing. The audience particularly loved the description of his
first screenplay, a fantasy mystery film set at an old college
on a hill. “It had a snake-handling pastor on the other side
of the Kokosing,” Riggs said,
grinning as he continued to recount how the pastor attempted

to stop ghosts from infiltrating
Knox County. As with much of
Riggs’s work, it was equal parts
hilarious and horrifying.
Perhaps nothing fits this
description more than Riggs’s
discussion of his photography
collection — the final inspiration for his most famous novel.
He collected his first old

photograph at a yard sale with
his grandmother when he was
10, because the girl in the photograph resembled one of his
summer camp crushes.
“I kept it on my night stand
for about four months,” Riggs
said. On a PowerPoint, Riggs
showed the old wrinkled and
discolored photograph of a
smiling girl. Only when he removed the paper frame around
it did he see the message
scrawled on the back. “It said,
‘Dorothy. Chicago. Age 15.
Died of leukemia,’” Riggs said.
He took the audience through
his collection of photographs,
some jubilant and sweet, others
somber and sad. All of these
photos were lost, without an
owner. That is, until Riggs collected thousands of them.
Although over a dozen years
have passed since his graduation, Riggs still has all the
markings of a Kenyon student.
He’s intelligent, imaginative
and still loves a good ghost
story.

Poet Willis Barnstone dazzles crowd at reading Monday

JANE SIMONTON
ARTS EDITOR

In a room comfortably
crowded with students, faculty and community members, Professor Emeritus of
Classics Bill McCullough
introduced his friend visiting poet Willis Barnstone.
Barnstone, an American poet and translator who
spent 30 years teaching a
myriad of subjects at Indiana University, read selections from his personal poetry in Peirce Lounge on
Monday night. His newest
book, Moonbook and Sunbook, will come out in May.
The 55-year friendship
between McCullough and
Barnstone was apparent as
the evening began. The introduction was a delightful
exchange between the two
men, with McCullough
making several jokes — including one about the two
men’s disagreement about
the pronunciation of Sappho
— while Barnstone, seated
in a chair next to him, gig-

gled along and shared his
own anecdotes to match
McCullough’s lecture.
When Barnstone took
over, he did not disappoint. The poet began by
explaining to attendees the
privilege of Kenyon students, pontificating on their
ability to take the time to
come to a reading such as
his — a poignant yet interesting lead, given that
the first piece he read was
entitled “Funny Ways of
Staying Alive.” The poem
had short, quippy rhymes
such as “to feel the naked
truth / undress and pull
your tooth,” “if sex is stress
/ don’t undress,” “when you
need to pee / nicest is the
sea” and “a man with a gun
/ is a barrel of fun,” the last
of which he looked up after
and commented, “You see?
Very grim.”
Barnstone’s reading was
full of anecdotes; he stopped
to tell stories between every
poem and sometimes even
during, if he felt it would
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McCullough (left), Emeritus Professor of Classics, introduces Barnstone (center) in Peirce.
enrich the experience. His
informality created a light,
relaxed environment.
Barnstone’s penchant for
unpretentiousness was only
furthered by the fact that he
had prepared very little before coming to speak.
“I wanted to read things
I’ve seldom read before,”
Barnstone said, explaining
that most of the poems he
was reading were ones he

had not looked at for years
until reviewing them on the
plane on the way to Kenyon.
“It’s interesting to discover yourself,” he said.
“I’ve written so much, it’s
all fresh.”
Barnstone shared poetry he had written in both
Spanish and French, and
much of his work was based
on people he had met or is-

sues of social justice and
happiness. Poetry has been
a way for Barnstone to reflect on parts of his life and
how they have changed,
exemplified by a poem he
wrote about his time at the
George School, a Quaker
boarding school.
“They teach all kinds of
love at the George School,”
the poem went, “except between bodies in a bed.”

After reading this line,
Barnstone stopped and
added that he had since
returned to his alma mater, which now gives out
condoms to students upon
graduation, and remarked
how much the times had
changed.
His quirkiness and anecdotes also kept the reading
lively, as he paused while
searching through poems
to do various activities like
hold up an old photograph
and say, “Here’s a photo,
if anyone would like it, of
Babe Ruth and me, 11 years
old, in my Boy Scouts uniform,” or remark that he
once “put up Allen Ginsberg for a weekend in Beijing in 1981.”
Barnstone’s delightful
performance was nothing
if not lively, and listening to
him was a treat. By the end
of the reading, it is safe to
say the crowd enjoyed him
so much that no one cared
how Barnstone chose to
pronounce “Sappho.”
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Quam’s genre-spanning senior thesis delights crowd

“

The show was the perfect kind of entertainment. It was charismatic and hilarious,
drawing the audience in, while showcasing the
sheer talent of Kenyon’s performers.”

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY
PHOTO EDITOR

Although last weekend’s snow threatened to
dampen many students’
moods, the seats of Brandi
Recital Hall were filled
with those who found a
world of warmth and excitement. On Sunday, senior Will Quam, a drama
major and music minor,
presented his vocal recital — a culminating final performance that all
music majors and minors
must complete.
Alongside accompanist
Patricia Pelfrey, Quam
entertained his audience,
showcasing himself as
both a talented singer and
a charismatic performer.
Quam began the show
with a set of classical pieces, allowing him to display
his range as a singer. As a
baritone, his low notes
had a deep, powerful resonance throughout the hall.
But his voice is strong, capable of ascending to high
notes before diving deep
into his lower range. His
first piece was “Is Not
His Word Like a Fire?”
from Elijah, an oratorio
by Felix Mendelssohn.
His smooth voice deftly
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Will Quam ’14 responds dramatically in a piece, spicing up the standard vocal performance.
conveyed the intensity of
this piece. In addition, he
featured several songs in
other languages, including “Botschaft” (The Message) by Johannes Brahms
and “Ich Grolle Nicht” (I
Bear No Grudge) by Robert Schumann.
Where Quam truly
shined, however, was his
musical theatre-based second act. As a drama ma-

jor, it is not surprising that
combining his acting talents with his vocal abilities would be a winning
combination. At the top
of the second half, Pelfrey began to play before
Quam had returned to the
stage. Quam sang from
backstage before throwing open the door, marking his grand entrance
with “C’est Moi,” King

Arthur’s first song from
Alan Jay Lerner’s musical
Camelot. His performance
was playful and hilarious
as Quam assumed the role
of the legendary king —
portrayed in the musical
as slightly egotistical and
playful. He finished the
set from Camelot with a
romantic ballad, “If Ever I
Would Leave You.”
The playfulness intensi-

fied with the introduction
of Rachel Cunningham
’14, a fellow drama major and an opera student.
The two burst onto the
stage in a whirl of energy
with “O False One” from
The Pirates of Penzance. In
the song, Quam’s character had been travelling on
a ship all his life and had
not met a woman until he
laid eyes on Cunningham.
Despite being in her forties, she tells him she is
beautiful. However, he
begins to suspect otherwise. The duo’s undeniable
chemistry made the scene
incredibly enjoyable. Cunningham’s voice has power and a beautiful, sweet
tone in her higher notes.
Quam’s voice seemed perfectly suited for the piece,
showcasing his range and
allowing him to play with
tone.
The show ended with
two numbers from Annie
Get Your Gun. Quam’s last
solo, “My Defenses Are
Down,” was a more serious departure from the

A Kenyon night becomes an Arabian Night

CALLAN SCHACKOR | COLLEGIAN

Students showcase their acting chops in Arabian Nights.
INDIA AMOS
STAFF WRITER

Upon marrying a powerful king, a new bride learns
on her wedding night that
her husband has a history
of killing his wives. Quick
on her feet, she begins to
tell mesmerizing stories to
her husband every night for
1,000 nights.
Signif icantly more than
1,001 nights later, the Kenyon College Dance and Drama Club (KCDC) is bringing its very own enthralling

twist to the famous literary
work One Thousand and One
Nights. KCDC will present Mary Zimmerman’s The
Arabian Nights to Kenyon
the f irst weekend of April.
Directed by Professor of
Drama Jonathan Tazewell
and stage-managed by Libby
Gardner ’15, this play promises to be rich in music, humor and culture.
“The play is very entertaining and funny,” Tazewell wrote in an email. “The
stories from the 1,001 Arabian Nights are well known,

but those included here are
not the most well known.”
In conjunction with the
captivating tales, Tazewell
looks to appeal to all the audience’s senses with his rendition of The Arabian Nights.
“I am interested in fantastic stories presented as plays.
I like directing ensemble
pieces that include music
made on stage, because I
perform a lot of live music
and think it is a great theatrical convention,” he wrote.
“I am also a big fan of multicultural and multi-ethnic
work.”
Though these stories are
often attributed to Arab culture, Tazewell was quick to
point out that they are often
drawn from the oral histories of India, Persia, Iraq,
Turkey and other parts of
the world.
“Some, in fact, were made
up or added by European
translators,” he wrote.
Since the play focuses on
stories told from one individual to another, it naturally adopts a story-within-a-story feel. In addition,
audience members can expect to be transported from
Ohio to fascinating, longago lands of Persia and Arabia. Not only does the storyline hold promise of culture
and music but it also pos-

sesses an overarching love
story, which blossoms between lead characters Shahryar (Eddie Baxter ’15) and
Scheherazade (Rachel Cunningham ’14).
While noting that the
idea for performing The Arabian Nights was inspired by a
former colleague, Tazewell,
cast and crew are executing
the play in a way that is entirely their own. In addition
to breathtaking music and
dance numbers, the audience
can expect the cast members
to put a personal touch on
each of the characters they
play.
Since most cast members
play more than one role, The
Arabian Nights is a showcase
of their acting abilities, as
well as their extra talents
that could not be displayed
if this were not so much of
an ensemble performance.
By appealing to his audience’s musical and cultural
senses, Tazewell looks to
bring a diverse crowd to the
Bolton Theater this weekend.
The Arabian Nights will
premiere in the Bolton Theater this Thursday, Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m. Tickets are on sale from Monday
through Saturday and can be
reserved by calling the box
off ice from 1 to 5 p.m.

light-hearted tone of his
earlier performances. The
number allowed him to
play with tone and melody.
The powerhouse finale
reunited Cunningham and
Quam to sing the famous
“Anything You Can Do,”
in which the two characters constantly try to oneup each other through a
series of challenges. The
most astounding of which
was Cunningham betting that she could “hold
any note longer than
you.” Quam’s voice overwhelmed the room with a
booming note, while Cunningham burst out with a
high belt, brilliantly surpassing Quam’s by several
seconds. The competition
elicited numerous cheers
and lively applause from
the audience.
On the whole, the show
was the perfect kind of entertainment. It was charismatic and hilarious, drawing the audience in, while
showcasing the sheer talent of Kenyon’s performers.

This Past Weekend in
Theater
Venus in Fur

COURTESY OF TIM JURNEY

Venus in Fur by David Ives, the senior
thesis of Kisky Holwerda and Anu
Nael, opened last Friday. It featured
Holwerda and Tim Jurney ’15 as an
alluring actress and a struggling playwright, respectively.
-Victoria Ungvarsky

Lobby Hero

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY | COLLEGIAN

Lobby Hero by Kenneth Longergan
details a doorman’s life. The production, which is Dyer Pierce, Rebecca
Frisch and Doug Healy’s senior thesis,
opened last Saturday.
-Victoria Ungvarsky
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SCOREBOARD
MEN’S LACROSSE

MEN’S TENNIS

MARCH 29

at

OBERLIN COLLEGE

OBERLIN, OHIO
W 6-5

at

BASEBALL

SOFTBALL

MARCH 30

MARCH 30

EMORY UNIVERSITY

at

ATLANTA, GA.
L 4-5

DEPAUW UNIVERSITY

APRIL 1

at

GREENCASTLE, IND.
L 0-4, L 0-3

COLLEGE OF WOOSTER

WOOSTER, OHIO
L 15-21, L 6-15

Women’s lacrosse drops first two conference matchups
ESTEBAN BACHELET
SPORTS ASSISTANT

In the midst of an animated
halftime pep talk against Wittenberg University on Tuesday, the Kenyon College Ladies lacrosse team
experienced a moment of clarity.
Just five days prior, the Ladies
had made short work of Otterbein
University 10-7 at Mavec Field
on March 28, taking a 6-1 overall record into a pair of conference
match-ups. That’s when things fell
apart — the Ladies dropped their
first North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) game at Oberlin
College 14-6 on a wintery Saturday.
Two days after the Oberlin loss,
the Ladies faced a 9-3 halftime gap
against the Wittenberg Tigers, one
of the most physical teams in the
conference. The Ladies outscored
the Tigers in the second half but
could not overcome the early lapse,
falling 17-12 on a beautiful Tuesday
afternoon at Mavec Field.
“We didn’t find our fire fast
enough,” Head Coach Meredith
Buzzi said. “We could have hung
with them a little differently if we
had that intensity and energy.”
The pair of conference losses
drops the Ladies to 6-3 overall and
0-2 in the NCAC.
Though the weather conditions
affected the Ladies’ play against the

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

The Ladies lacrosse team lost in a high-scoring affair, 17-12, to Wittenberg University on Tuesday afternoon.
Oberlin Yeowomen, the loss came
from all levels of play without many
positives.
“It was a wake-up call for us,”
Co-Captain Susie Gurzenda ’14
said. “We realized we needed to
rethink our game. We did a lot of
thinking.”
Co-Captain Alex Bair ’14 and
Amy Morgan ’14 each scored twice

for the Ladies in a sluggish 14-6
losing effort.
“There’s not a lot of super positive things to say [about the Oberlin
game],” Buzzi said.
“In other circumstances we definitely could have beat them, but
sometimes we have bad games,”
Bair said.
Some of the lazy play carried

over into the first half against Wittenberg. The Tigers used fast, physical play to overwhelm the Ladies’
defense early, jumping out to a 9-3
advantage at the half. Bair, CoCaptain Kate Lang ’14 and Caroline Shipman ’15 all scored for the
Ladies.
“It takes us a while to get into
our flow and sometimes we get

down on ourselves,” Bair said.
The Ladies stormed back after
an inspirational halftime talk to
come within two goals, 9-7.
“We were really smart with our
play, and we were able to combat
their physicality with smart play,”
Bair said.
The Ladies positioned themselves well from defense to offense
and fought hard to keep the score
close. In the end, a lack of offensive
execution and a tendency to foul the
fast, strong Tigers led to the loss.
Tigers goalkeeper Katie Reuter
made 13 stops, holding the Ladies
to two goals off nine free-position
shots.
“We saw what we can do when
we work together and have possession. We saw some really good aspects on defense. They just beat us,”
Buzzi said.
Shipman had four goals and one
assist. Bair finished with three goals
and one assist. Shipman, with 22
goals, and Bair, with 20 goals, are
fourth and fifth, respectively, on the
NCAC goal-scoring leaderboard.
“We need to experience losses in
order to recognize how we are going to win and how we are going to
be successful,” Bair said.
The Ladies will look to get back
on track against Ohio Wesleyan
University (OWU) on Sunday,
April 6, at noon at OWU.

Track battles the elements

Ladies tennis splits matches

IAN ROUND
STAFF WRITER

ALEX PIJANOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

“

You just can’t stand there and freeze to
death
and not know what you’re gonna do.”
Rain, snow, wind and

cold temperatures March
29 ended the College
of Wooster Invitational
early and unscored after only nine events were
held.
“It was worse than I
expected,” Head Coach
Duane Gomez said.
“I’ve been coaching a
long time, and this is
the worst [weather] I’ve
seen.”
With rain and temperatures hovering around
32 degrees, Gomez said
that he would have preferred snow. He estimated half the events were
cancelled, including the
5,000-meter, 200-meter,
relays and steeplechase.
The discus event was
cancelled because the
throwers’ hands had no
dexterity due to the cold.
“You couldn’t do anything in it,” Gomez said.
He urged the athletes
to protect their bodies
rather than attempt to
achieve personal records.

Head Coach Duane Gomez

The runners in the
women’s
800-meter
were on the starting
line, waiting for the officials to make the decision before it was finally
called off according to
Gomez. “You just can’t
stand there and freeze to
death and not know what
you’re gonna do,” he said.
The track itself was
something of a “wind
tunnel” because it was
between a large hill
and the bleachers of
Wooster’s football stadium, causing the wind to
blow faster in between.
Times
in
the
1,500-meter, where Kenyon had the most success, were more than 20
seconds slower than usual.
For
the
Ladies,
Tory Bruch ’14, Mollie
O’Leary ’17 and Kerry
Strader ’14 placed sec-

ond, third and fourth,
respectively, in the women’s 1,500-meter; Abby
Arace ’16 and Gwendolyn Lloyd ’16 placed in
the top ten.
For the Lords, Eric
Engelbrecht ’14 won the
men’s 1,500-meter in
4:15.82, and Sam Lagasse ’16 came in second,
only a few seconds behind him.
Jackson
Pine
’17
placed fourth in the javelin. Tanner Zaas ’15
and Ulises Arbelo ’16
placed fifth in the men’s
400-meter and 800-meter, respectively.
Both men’s and women’s teams run this Saturday, April 5 at the
Marv Frye Invitational
at Ohio Wesleyan University, and they can only
hope the weather will be
kind to them this time
around.

On Saturday, March
29, Kenyon’s women’s
tennis team travelled to
Meadville, Pa. to compete against Allegheny
College, winning the
match 7-2. After returning home, they dropped a
match to Denison University on Tuesday evening.
The Ladies took control of the top four singles
matches in the Allegheny
match en route to their
7-2 victory. Taylor Diffley
’16 at No. 1 singles, Jenna
Murray ’17 at No. 2, Lauren Hoffman ’16 at No. 3
and Samantha Murphy ’16
at No. 4 all prevailed over
their Gator opponents.
Heather Fantry ’16 displayed the depth of the
program by winning her
No. 6 singles match, and
the doubles combinations
of Diffley and Murray at
No. 1 and Elise Altschuler
’16 and Abigail Younger
’15 at No. 2 rounded out
the Kenyon lineup with
solid wins.
Against Denison, the

Big Red swept Kenyon in
the singles category. Madison Hoffman ’16 teamed
up with Murphy to deliver
Kenyon’s lone win in the
match, emerging victorious from a very close 9-8
contest at No. 2 doubles.
Diffley fought valiantly
against Denison’s Kelsey
Geppner at No. 1 singles,
fighting through three sets
but ultimately losing 6-7,
6-2, 10-5.
For her efforts last
week, Diffley was named
the North Coast Athletic Conference Women’s Tennis Player of the
Week. The honor is the
first of her collegiate career.
“I’ve been working
pretty hard this season, so
it’s always great when your
hard work pays off,” Diffley said. “It’s also definitely a good feeling in general to win the award. It
puts my name out there; it
keeps other players guessing.”
Diffley has played consistently well at No. 1
singles this year, leading

the team with 12 individual wins, and has also
contributed to seven more
victories playing doubles.
One aspect at this
point in the season, which
is by turns satisfying and
frustrating, is the abrupt
change to warmer weather, and the frequent volatility of conditions. Thielke acknowledged it can be
difficult to transition from
playing indoors during the
winter to playing outdoors
in the spring, especially on
a cold or rainy day.
“It’s nothing that I can
directly help [the team]
with, because for tennis
players it’s very usual to
go from inside to outside,”
Thielke said.
The Ladies will spend
the remainder of this week
preparing for the Great
Lakes Colleges Association Championship, to be
held in Gambier this Friday and Saturday. One
of the teams Kenyon will
face is Kalamazoo College, whom the Ladies defeated 5-4 at home in their
most recent meeting.
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Men’s tennis goes 1-2 against top-ranked competition

15

Facing two top-10 opponents at a tournament hosted by
Emory University, the ninth-ranked Lords showed their grit
and character throughout the weekend.
ALEX PIJANOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

The Lords tennis
team traveled to Georgia this past weekend to
take part in the Emory
University Invitational
in Atlanta. The invite
featured some of the nation’s top Division III
tennis programs. Heading into the tournament,
the Lords were ranked
ninth in the nation and
third regionally.
On Friday, March 28,
the No. 9 Lords were
felled by the Panthers
of Middlebury College,
which was the 10thranked team in the
country at the time.
The next day, the
Lords topped the DePauw University Tigers
by a score of 5-3. Finally,
on Sunday, Kenyon lost
to the Emory Eagles in a
very close 4-5 match.
In the Middlebury
match, Sam Geier ’16
lost at No. 3 singles,
which snapped his seven-game individual win
streak.
Michael Razumovsky
’15 won the No. 2 sin-

gles match to extend his
own streak to 14 games.
Tim Rosensteel ’15, who
earned the victory in his
No. 4 singles match, represented the only other
victory for Kenyon in
that matchup.
Razumovsky added
one more game to his
win streak against DePauw by winning 6-1,
6-4 in the top singles
slot.
Geier recovered from
his loss the previous day
to win No. 3 singles 6-0,
7-2, and Rosensteel won
his No. 4 singles match
6-2, 7-5. Razumovsky
contributed to another
Kenyon victory at No.
2 doubles, teaming up
with Wade Heerboth ’15
to win by a score of 8-5.
Despite a hard-fought
No. 1 singles match,
which had to be decided in three sets, Razumovsky’s run was halted
by Emory.
Heerboth
clinched
the lone win for the
Lords in singles by beating his Emory counterpart in No. 2 singles,
7-6, 6-2. But Kenyon’s

doubles unit put in a
strong showing, earning
a win in No. 2 and No.
3 singles, which brought
the final team score to
4-5. Kenyon lost to Emory by the same total in
the ITA Indoor Championships in February.
Kenyon’s Middlebury
loss was to a team which
is ranked below them in
the national rankings.
“I don’t really look at
[the loss] as a setback,”
Head Coach Scott Thielke said. “I look at it more
as an eye-opener that we
need to be a little readier, and able to play under pressure a little better.”
The return of Razumovsky to a more consistent role in the lineup
has provided a major
boost to the team’s attack.
Razumovsky, who is a
two-time All-American,
has been sidelined for
much of this year with a
back injury.
“It’s definitely really
helpful to have him up
at the top of the lineup,” Geier said. “Obvi-
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Colin Haas ’15 (above) and his doubles teammate Tristan Kaye ’16 won an 8-6 match vs. Emory.
ously, having him at full
health, and the way that
he plays, is a strength for
our team.”
Thielke agreed with
Geier’s assessment, as
many players have had
to miss time this season
due to injury or illness.
“Everybody has been
able to come back to
playing now, with the
exception of Rob Turlington [’16], who had a
wrist problem,” Thielke

said. “He has not been
able to come back, but
everybody else is back,
and definitely making
us a stronger team than
we were.”
The Lords were scheduled to compete again
tonight against Allegheny College, in Meadville, Pa., but the match
has been rescheduled.
“[The
cancellation]
allows [the team] to get
some rest, which is al-

ways nice, especially after having two-match
packed weekends in
a row,” Razumovsky
wrote in an email. “Now
we have to focus on getting ready for Denison
this upcoming Tuesday,
but besides getting some
rest, [our approach]
shouldn’t change much.”
The
Lords’
next
match will be Tuesday,
April 8 against Denison
University in Granville.

Baseball swept by Fighting Scots Golf starts NCAC
play, places second
NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER

The Lords baseball team opened
up North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) play this week with
two doubleheaders against defending NCAC champion the College of
Wooster. Wooster swept Kenyon in
four games, defeating the Lords 10-5
and 9-6 on March 31, and 21-15 and
15-6 on April 1.
“The final scores of the games
were not indicative of how close
these games actually were,” John
Nahra ’16 said. “We led in three out
of the four games fairly late, but we
failed to execute down the stretch
defensively and on the mound.”
Kenyon struck first in the front
end of Monday’s doubleheader when
Tyler Roldan ’17 smacked a single to
right field in the top of the first inning, allowing Casey Rosenfeld ’17
to score from second base. Spencer
Byers ’16 fanned five Wooster batters through three innings on the
mound, but Wooster broke through
in the bottom of the fourth, knocking in four runs on three Kenyon errors to take the lead. Wooster added
six runs over the next two innings to
make the score 10-1. A four-run seventh wasn’t enough for the Lords,
and the Fighting Scots closed out the
10-5 victory in seven innings.
Things started to look up for the
Lords in the fourth inning of the
following game that afternoon. After Rosenfeld doubled to send Co-

Captain Jake Dunn ’15 home from
first, Nahra hit a grand slam over
the right field fence to put the Lords
up 5-1. Jono Chafe ’17 scored from
third on a Rosenfeld sacrifice fly in
the sixth to give the Lords a five-run
lead.
Kenyon’s lead was short lived,
however, as Wooster unloaded five
runs in the fifth to tie the game at
six. In the last frame of the eighth,
the Fighting Scots knocked in three
more runs for the 9-6 lead and their
defense followed up with a 5-4-3
double play to end the game in the
top of the ninth.
Both offenses came alive in Tuesday’s doubleheader, as the teams
combined for a total of 57 runs.
With Wooster holding a 13-1 lead
through three innings in the first
game, Nahra and Kyle Hardacker
’15 reached home on a Connor Bingham ’17 RBI single in the fourth.
Bingham scored from third on
Dunn’s RBI single, making the score
13-4 in favor of Wooster. Wooster
responded with an eight-run fourth,
and despite a three-run fifth inning
and eight-run sixth, the 17-run deficit proved insurmountable for the
Lords and Wooster cruised to the
21-15 victory.
Kenyon jumped out to a 4-0 lead
in the second game of Tuesday’s
doubleheader, thanks to RBI singles
from Hardacker and Rosenfeld and
a sacrifice fly from Co-Captain Nate
Lotze ’14. After Wooster scored

five runs in the next three innings,
Roldan doubled to drive in Dunn
and Chafe, giving Kenyon the 6-5
lead. Unfortunately, Wooster scored
10 unanswered runs in the next two
innings to seal the 15-6 win.
“Wooster is a great hitting team,
but we were able to hang with them
throughout the series,” Nahra said.
“It’s hard to win games when you’re
giving up 36 runs in a doubleheader.”
The Lords’ defense made 11 errors in the series and working on the
little things will be crucial as the season continues.
“Moving forward, we need to
continue to improve as a team,”
Dunn said. “With multiple league
series left, we need to continue to
battle through and hopefully come
out with multiple wins over the next
few weekends. I think our best baseball definitely is ahead of us.”
The Lords are scheduled for their
first home action this weekend at
McCloskey Field, with a pair of doubleheaders against Oberlin College.
The games start at noon on Saturday
and continue at noon on Sunday.
“This team has got a ton of potential moving forward,” Nahra said.
“As we continue to grow as a team,
I expect us to improve and compete
in every game. If we can avoid giving up the big innings, we will be
in great shape. I like our chances
against Oberlin at home this coming weekend.”

JOHN BRAY
STAFF WRITER

Coming off a ninth-place finish out of 14 teams in the TaylorMade/adidas Intercollegiate
over Spring Break, the Lords golf
team returned to Ohio poised as
a threat to compete for the North
Coast
Athletic
Conference
(NCAC) championship.
The Lords traveled to the
Muskingum University Invitational in New Concord, where
they were greeted with rain and
wind. The unfavorable conditions
weren’t enough to slow down the
Lords, who shot 300 as a team
and finished the day in second
place. Alex Blickle ’15 led the
team with an impressive score of
70 that the day.
Wind and rain picked up and
plagued the Lords during their
second round, raising their score
by 23 strokes, for a team score of
323. Blickle once again led the
Lords with a score of 76.
Individually, Blickle finished
second in the tournament, and
Jake Fait ’16 tied for 10th out of
47 golfers. Blickle played well
enough to earn him the NCAC
Golfer of the Week.
Head Coach Grant Wallace
praised Blickle’s strong performance.

“Alex has played very solid all
year, and I think his best rounds
are still ahead this season,” Wallace said. “He played well all
weekend and is very deserving
of his NCAC player of the week
recognition.”
Wallace was also proud of
how the team overall competed
this past weekend. One obstacle
they had to overcome was playing outside. Since returning to
school, they have been forced to
only hit indoors off mats, which
is a very different feel than hitting on a course.
“It was a day of mental toughness,” Wallace said. “I am proud
of them for competing all day,
even if the conditions were not
ideal.”
Next weekend the Lords travel to Delaware, Ohio to compete
in the Strimer Memorial Invitational at Oak Haven Golf Club.
Wallace is excited for the challenges this upcoming invitational
poses.
“There are a few NCAC
schools there, so it will be a preview of where we are compared
to the other teams in the conference,” Wallace said. “It should be
a strong field with Wittenberg
[No. 4] and Otterbein [No. 40]
in the field.”
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Men’s lacrosse fights the snow, beats Oberlin College 6-5
REED DICKERSON
STAFF WRITER

Playing through terrible sleet and snow
of this past Saturday, Kenyon men’s lacrosse claimed a hard-fought victory over
Oberlin College. The game marked the
third victory in a row by a one-point margin for the Lords, who are now 7-3 overall
and 2-0 in conference.
Midway through the game, the Lords
found themselves in a 2-2 deadlock.
“We knew we had to make some adjustment because of the weather, so we tried
to focus offensively on less ball movement,
more dodging, getting to the goal, getting
shots on cage,” Head Coach Doug Misar-

ti said. “We knew defensively as the snow
continued to fall that visibility was going
to be tough for our goalie.”
The game opened with little offensive
momentum from the Lords, but picked up
as it ran its course.
“We took advantage of the chances we
had … and defensively we were strong,”
Misarti said.
Justin Coleman ’15 scored the first goal
for the Lords at the 5:55-minute mark in
the second quarter, and a goal scored by
Caleb Florence ’14 later tied the game at
two apiece. Then, Kenyon landed a quick
series of goals: within a span of two minutes at the beginning of the third quarter,

the Lords scored twice to give them a 4-2
lead, with Alex Lopez ’17 scoring off an assist by Pat Kim ’15, and Zach Arlia ’14 assisted by Coleman.
Oberlin responded, though, scoring
three times to take a 5-4 lead heading into
the final minutes of the match. With only
minutes to play, Coleman and Lopez each
scored unassisted goals to give them the
6-5 lead — a lead they sustained for the
victory.
For his efforts in the Lords’ most recent
games, Lopez was named the North Coast
Athletic Conference Player of the Week.
The Lords took nearly half as many
shots as Oberlin, 17-30, showing the de-

fense’s ability to keep Oberlin’s offense
off balance, as well as the ability of goalie
Patrick Shevelson ’16 to keep them off the
board.
“We played mostly zone defense, keeping their players away from the cage, making sure they couldn’t dodge much,” Misarti said. “So their possession [number]
was going to go up, but with hopefully
less-effective shots.”
The Lords will next play this upcoming
Saturday against Ohio Wesleyan University at home on McBride Field.
“Ohio Wesleyan’s always tough, but it’s
exciting, it’s a challenge and we’re going to
be ready for it,” Misarti said.

Softball drops NCAC doubleheader at DePauw University

RICHARD PERA
STAFF WRITER

It was not the road trip
the Kenyon softball team
had envisioned.
In their North Coast
Athletic
Conference
(NCAC) opener, the Ladies
dropped two games to DePauw University on Sunday
afternoon, getting blanked
4-0 and 3-0. Kenyon mustered just nine hits through
14 innings. But that statistic
does not reflect the Ladies’
missed opportunities: the
team left 18 runners stranded, nine in each contest.
“We’re obviously not
happy with what happened
at DePauw,” second baseman Molly Goolman ’14
said. “This team has worked
too hard to lose games like
that. I think we talk a lot
about our approach at the
plate, and it just didn’t come
together for us, especially at
the batter’s box.”
The Tigers jumped out to
an early lead in the first two

innings of game one, and
added two more runs in the
fifth. Only two Ladies registered hits: third baseman
Lindsey Susolik ’16 and first
baseman Chelsea Delaney
’15. Designated hitter Molly O’Connor ’16 drew two
walks. Despite getting runners aboard, Kenyon batters
failed to claim a single RBI.
The second game followed a similar script. DePauw jumped out to a 2-0
lead in the first inning
thanks to a Kenyon throwing error. The Tigers added
another run in the third inning.
Five Ladies tallied hits,
but, once again, no base
runners crossed home plate.
Frustration reached a peak
in the day’s final frame. Kenyon loaded the bases down
3-0, but Delaney popped
out to third base to end the
game.
The Ladies often talk
about “coming through in
the clutch,” and the showing

on Sunday means that they
still have work to do.
“It’s no longer acceptable
to be complacent,” Goolman said. “There’s a little bit
of a discrepancy between
the way we hit in practice
and the way we hit in games,
and that’s a mental thing.
That’s something we’ll be
working on this week.”
Despite their offensive
woes, Kenyon showed signs
of success on defense. The
Ladies surrendered a typically manageable seven
runs in two games. Maddy
Stark ’15 (7-3) gave up nine
hits, a walk and four runs
in game one, while Sylvie
Thomas ’17 (7-3) was masterful throughout game
two, holding the Tigers to
five hits, four walks and
just one run. Despite great
efforts, Stark and Thomas
were the losing pitchers.
After a strong 12-4 start
in Florida over spring break,
Kenyon was expecting to
make a splash in conference

play. The disappointing results in Greencastle, Ind.
proved humbling. The Ladies fell to 14-6 (0-2 NCAC),
while the Tigers improved
to 11-9 (2-0).
But hitting has not been
the Ladies’ only aggravation. Twelve of the Ladies’
games have been cancelled
or postponed in the last two
weeks due to weather. Only
one rescheduled series —
that against DePauw — has
actually been played.
“We’re
frustrated,”
Goolman said. “We’ve had
a lot of games cancelled,
but this team is mentally
tough and we’ve all played
enough softball to know to
worry about the things we
can control, rather than the
things we can’t.”
The Ladies’ home doubleheader against Capital University, originally
scheduled for Thursday, has
been moved to Sunday afternoon. Kenyon will host
Oberlin College for a dou-
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Lindsey Susolik ’16 went 3-5 in the doubleheader at DePauw.

bleheader on Saturday, with
the first pitch slated for 1
p.m.
Goolman says the team
is attempting to take all the
schedule changes in stride.
“Don’t worry about the

weather, don’t worry about
the [umpires],” she said.
“Instead, think about what
you can control: your energy, your approach, your
attitude [and] your confidence.”

